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INTRODUCTION

We hear a 1ot these days about t
used i n Matt heencaotse N&w Tegtaenent is tnadslatedh
from the Greek word fAbasileiaodo n
ki ngdom, plsasogmngsdisgni ngo (

is a territory, state, peopl

It
i ng orcolipgl.eeno (

N D

For the Christian it is knowing we are living in the Kingdom and are
serving the King of the Kingdom (Jesus Christ) according to His will
and, secondly, knowing the rules that prevail in that Kingdom and
living accordingly.

In this series of studies we wilhke a look at the practical aspects of
Kingdom Living and apply them where they rightfully beldingn the
now. The Kingdom is not only to come; it is herllOW! Jesus has
accomplished His triumphant victory through His death, burial,
resurrection andsaension. In doing that He has left us His Word so we
can daily live and walk in the power of His victory and show forth the
glories of the Christian message. In reality! In your life and mine!

Kingdom Living is the outworking of living in the Kingdam Too
many Christians have been confus
often been presented as something outward in the future rather than th
knowing it i's Chri st 6NMOWIby theHolg n d
Spirit. Jesus told us clearly:

A hhe .KiTngdom of God cometh nc

the evidence; outward showo): N
ther el for, behold the Kingdom
KJV)

AROne day the Phari seesKimdomed J



of God begin?b6 Jesus re
ushered in with visible signs. You wonot b
has begun here in this place or there in that part of the
country. For the Kingdom of God is withifior among)y o u 0
(Luke 17:2021,TLB).

p | d
e I

i ed,
abl

~

A . . : The Kingdom of God doe
observed or with visible display.

Nor will people say, Look! Here (it is)! or, See, (it is)
there! For behold, the Kingdom of God is within you (in your
hearts) and among you (suoru n d i n g (Lukeo17:P0621,
AMP).

The whole revelation of the New Covenant in a nutshei i€ HRI1 ST
| N YOU, t he lGolpssian®1.2P9 éspecigllyoverse 27,
KJV).

Kingdom Living is letting Christ live out His life in and through you by
word and deed. Each day! Sunday to Saturday!

These series of studies are not meant to be exhaustive. They are pL
together with the desire that you will be able to simply grasp more of
the wonderful things Jesus taughtiuthat we might be worthy ahe
Kingdom into which we have been called.

We start this book by showing the importance Jesus placed on teaching
Teaching causes us to understand the truth, which in turn releases th
blessings of God into our lives.

A blessed person is a happygrson.

- Rodney W. Francis



JESUS TAUGHT THE
MULTITUDES

MATTHEW CHAPTER FIVE
LESSON 1: MATTHEW 5:1 -2.

Versel: "And seeing t h@esusjwdnttup tintode s ,
mountain: and when He was sef isat , dHiswn 0
disciples came unto Him:

Verse2 And He opened His mout h, a
(KJV).

Jesus saw the multitudes. He saw the needs of the masses. They we
not merely outward needs. Jesus saw beyond their outer needs right i
to their inner needs. Do we?

fBut when He(Jesuspaw the multitudes, He was moved with

compassion( it o f eel t hcethe beatwfefdelsng or h
year n, to have damplai¥nanetioars; t o
because they faintel it o | o0 o0 sieYyoa vdand weree | a X 0

scattered abroad, as sheemtlvi ng no (Mdtteepwh er d
9:36KJV).

Jesus sawiit hey wer e - Harssad|adde diseessed and
dej ect ed aMatthelw &364mip).e s s 0

How can the multitudes be reached?
How can they be changed?

The answer Jesus gave is thatthey mustkgetatt ( Aigi ven i r
or di rieacitliismdnearder to teach those who were outside the
Kingdom of God the right principles of life, Jesus had to first teach His
own disciples¢ those who are already inside the Kingdom. Hence
AKi ngdomaiLev&8rdbically called #fc



|l earner, pupil o. I n the New Tes
who foll ows both t heButl ¢ 8cdeabsapeand
is one who willingly disciplines his/her life to pleasesds and His
teachings. He is the Master Teachete are His disciplesBecause we
believe He isit he way, the truth, and t
the Father, but by Me(Jesus) (John 14:6<Jv) we choose to follow
Him in whatever He tells and tefzes us.

By His blood He purchased us out
brought us into His own Kingdom (Colossians 1: 13). We have to learn
the principles of this hienetofkhisngd
wo r (Jdhal8:3637).

JESUSTHE MASTER TEACHER:

The ministry of Jesus was that of teaching-tifeanging principles; of
teaching Kingdom Living Principles that would not only tell us the way,
but also show us. He was always teaching people.

AANd Jesus went abthmg in thairl | G
synagogues, and preaching the Gospel of the Kingdom, and
healing all manner of sickness and all manner of disease
among t hdMatihew 42XKevh

He placed so much emphasis upon His words and teachings that He sai
al |l o f ccelss of failores deends upon what we do with the words
He has given us. Consider these verses:

ATherefore everyone who hears
puts them into practice is like a wise man who built his house
on the rock . . .

But everyone whb hears these words of Mine and does not
put them into practice is like a foolish man who built his
house onsand . ..



When Jesus had finished saying these things, the crowds
were amazed at His teaching,

Because He taught as one who had authorityndanot as
their teach@athewo 2429, éspecidllyaverses
24,26, 2829 NIV).

We stand or fall by His sayings. Either we believe His word enough to
apply and obey, or we listen to what He teaches and continue to live
according to what wehink is best, thus demonstrating by our actions
that we think we know better thé¢
classic example of the power of
with the temptation in the wilderness where we read of Jesus
overcomng Satan by the decl afibti or
wr i t t eAnthe.end.of thos#0days we read:

AAnNnd Jesus r et urQGreede ki nwotrhde fpda
meani ng A p o wefrthe iSpirit iate Galileen and
there went out a fame of kh through all the region round
about.

And He taught iin their synago
(Luke 4:1415KJv).

The Amplified Bible states:
AAnd He Himself conducted ( a

synagogues, being recognised and honoured guraised by
a | (Loke 4:15AmP).

Jesus practised what He preached! He led by example and overcame a
the opposition and onsl aughts of
In verses 182 of Luke 4 we read of Jesus announcing His being
anointed bythe Holy Spiritton pr each t he Gospel
preach the accept &lbke :18¥9«m) andHis t h
teaching of the people on the Sabbath days (4uB®. The impact of

His preaching and teaching wias:



AAnNnd they shed( i@t oashbenidri ven o
senses by a sudden shock,i7Tto b
Bul | i)ngdraoma Beddnag ¢lés doctrine( At eac hi n
process of teaching, t hiing t e
Bul | i)n dog rHiss word was with power(Greek word
Afexousiao meaning i irpunowllke ge,
4:32KJV).

In Luke 4:3339 Jesus demonstrates the power of His word, with the
people exclaiming in verse 36 very similar to that of verse 32. His
teachings arrested their attentiand caused them to speak of Him
everywhere. The chapter concludes (versd4)Owith Jesus preaching
and healing. He had a mission to preach the Kingdom of God wherever
He was sent.

As we move into Luk®& we read these wonderful words:

AAnd i tbpassdhateas the people presgeé i mposed
be instant ofi st raludohdimtodearthep on o
word of God .

: He entered into one of t
prayed him that he would thrust out a little from the land.
And He sat down, and taught it o t each, to gi v
di redsBuloinltgee 6peopl e c(lelteS:lan t he
KJV).

All these preceding Scriptures show us that Jesus is the Master
Teacher. As His disciples we have the blessed privilédestening,
learning and following Him throughout our life, and demonstrating in
our generation that He is the only One to follow.

A . do not My words do g
upr i g(lvmtaﬁ ZT7bNIV).



A SPIRITUAL YET PRACTICAL
KINGDO M:

Jesusd Kingdom is also called Th
of Heaven. It is not a kingdom of the world, the flesh and the devil, but
just the opposite. It is a spiritual kingdom, full of truth and honesty,
where the voice of Jesus is heard, lyeing worked out in and through
His disciples in a very practical way. Because it is a spiritual kingdom
we have to be boragain by the Holy Spirit to even see or enter into it
(see Johi3: 3-7).

AHIi s di sci pl es His disuiples shouldmt Hi m.
go to anyone else (John 1654) . We donot bel c
elsel we belong to Jesus.

HE TEACHES US:

He teaches us in such a way that we are able to teach others the
principles He has taught us.

Kingdom Living is following the teachings of tl&ng of the Kingdom,
then teaching others by word, example anddtige i showing them
how, not just telling them how!

Before He went back to the Father in heaven, Jesus commanded His
disciples toi

“Go ye therefore, and teach (“to be or make a disciple” ¢
Yo una@d sl n dmultitodasstide Gentile nations as distinct
from Israel T Bul | i)n dsee dMatthew28:1820 and Acts
14:21-22).



QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION AND
MEDITATION:

When Jesus saw the multitudes, what did He see?
Whatislesusd® answer to the needs
How can the multitudes be effectively ministered to today?

How does one get into the Kingdom of God?

What is a disciple?



THE
BEATITUDES

LESSON 2: MATTHEW 5: 3-4.

In the next four lessos we wi | | be | ooking a
Beatitudes. o

The Beatitudes are the fdneight di
on the Mount (Matthew 5:12) in which He declares that the poor, the
meek, those that mourn, the merciful, the peacensakhe pure of
heart, those that thirst for justice, and those that are persecuted will, in
various ways, recei cdinsht he bl essi

The word fAbeatitudeodo is not wri:
meaning of thebiwesdednedis cqiim)e ma |
I n the New Testament the Greek
transl ated al most 50 times to me
ni ne verses I n Matthew 5 al | S
( A hap pepae )he ame Beatitudes.

Let6s | ook at t h &l svieal messgesrtd emjoying v
Kingdom Living in the here and now.

BLESSED ARE THE POOR IN SPIRIT:

Verse 3
ABl e dienh k g hiapp ared dhe poor( Acr ouchin
cringing in the manner of bggrs; hence, begging, beggarly,

poor . . . l iving on the @l ms
Bul | i)nigspirtd Afcharacter, as i nvi si
only i n oiiedlsl i)afgrdatheds s $he Kingdom

of he@mweno



In this verse Jesus is not advocating that we all give up our possessions
and professions and go on to the streets to beg. He is talking about at
attitude or character of heart. Beifigp o o r i is livisgmilife oft 0
dependency upon someone else to getnasig this life.

That Someone is JESUS!

We are not disciples by selill and effort, but by His grace (and our
obedience); letting His Word penetrate our innermost being to the point
of changing our spirit (fAcmhaHisact
teaching. This is true happindgse ma k ar i os . 0

Let me share just a few Scriptures where this Greek word is used,
demonstrating the need for happiness to be in us as we face ofter
difficult situations:

Concerning servanthood and discipleship:

AFor | have given you an exan
have done to you.

Verily, verily, | say unto you, The servant is not greater
than his lord; neither he that is sent greater than he that sent
him.

If ye know these things, happyy A ma kiaht ie @ saged 0 )
ye if you do them(John 13:1517 KJV).

Another translation puts that last verse like this:

GLF @&2dz 1y2¢ (GKSasS GKAy3Iazadef Saa
you if you practicethenii f you act accordingl
(John 13:17AMP).

We must know what Jesus is teaching us and then apply it in a practical
way.



Concerning suffering for righteousness and Christ:
ABut and i f y e suffer for r
( A ma kiabrlieossa e d 0y €1 Peter 3:14JV). 0

To doright will often cost us, but it is the way of blessing.

AfBel oved, think it not stran
which is to try you, as though some strange thing happened
unto you:

But rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakegfsin havi ng a
i niccol odséChri stés sufferings; t
be revealed, you may be glad also with exceeding joy.

If ye be reproached it o def ame, i .e. to
cast i n oned9g Bilel a)forethed agmb ofai d o
Christ, happy(fi ma k airbil cess are @epfpr the spirit of
glory and of God resteth upon you: on their part He is evil
spoken of, but on y(@RBeaerfplad4t He
KJV).

Blessed, happy are you in all kinds of situatieneot only when
everythingis running smoothly.

Thefi poor odre teepnheritors af the Kingdom of heaven; not
the proud, arrogant and seffade people of this world. Has Jesus been
able to teach you, His disciple, this tremendous truth? How dependent
we are upon Him! Wean do nothing without Him in His Kingdom
(John15:5).

BLESSED ARE THEY THAT MOURN:

Verse4:
NBl egsiench k & hia@ p e they that mourn( At o
bewalil, lament, grieve, sorrow, mourn for, especially for one
d e ad®ul I i)nforethey shall becomforted( it o cal |



i.e. invite, invoke by imploration, exhortation or consolation
beseech, call for, be a good comfort, desire, give exhortation,
entr eaitstr gmgady o

It seems to be a contradictiemlessing inbeinfipoor iandirs p i
i mo ur n Whag is desus teaching us? To follow Jesus fully will
mean times of separation, rejection and loss from loved ones. Those
who do not I|ive in Godos Kingdon
t he whyds and whe rmakngproeeds We seekdou r
please our Master Jesushey seek to please self. Often, when people
donodt understand, t hey will rej e
confront Kingdom Christianity. Because the love of Jesus has come
and filled our heartit really does hurt when our family, friends and
relatives reject us for believing and acting the way we do (many do not
accept Jesus as the only way in this 21st century!). We mourn! The
world does not comprehend the paradox of the Christian faitlii; ge v e
to get, 0 Adie to l|iidiehe Wwhvwrnopth
down, 0 et c. 't is all part of t
sin and selfishness and taking up the new life of righteousness found in
Jesus Christ. The old life manever conform to Kingdom principles, so

it has to be put to death. Some of the old life is not easy to give up or
lay down. It can cause heache and sorrou a grieving and mournful
experience. But, oh, the blessing of release! The joy of doihgaigl
the wonder of Goddés comfort. H e
mourn, especially those who mourn through the outworking of the will
of God.

The Prophet Isaiah declared how the work (ministry) of the Holy Spirit
would T
A . : . thatenoumf or t al |

To appoint unto them that mourn in Zion, to give unto them

beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, the garment of

praise for the spirit of heavinesg i we a kinYeosu$)p 6 s
(Abl unt ed; applied to faiaditnes:
the mind i s duWwill sathatlitheg migheb=eb | e d
called trees( A o a &f gighjeousness, the planting of the



Lord, that He ifisaighol: BK®). gl or i f i ¢

According to Wi lsonb6s Old Test a
period for the Jews lasted for a period 80 days from the time of
burial, during which they abstained from the ordinary occupations and
comforts of life.

Mourning is a time of selflenial and sacrifice; it is carrying a cross for
Jesus. Yet in the midst of we can know Divine comfort, beauty,
blessings and joy.

A Wh at a wonder fi Hé is BeoFhthewef ouh a v e
Lord Jesus Christ, the source of every mercy, and the One

who so wonderfully comforts and strengthens us in our
hardships and trials. And wirndoes He do this? So that when

others are troubled, needing our sympathy and
encouragement, we can pass on to them this same help and
comfort God has given us. You can be sure that the more we
undergo sufferings for Christ, the more He will shower us

with- Hi s comfort a n(d Coemth@mms U:a g e me
TLB).

Poor in spirit?

Are you mourning?

Makarios! Blessed are you NOW! 1 present tense!



QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION AND
MEDITATION:

What does it mean to be poor in spirit?
Whatis the inheritance of those poor in spirit?

Can you give an example of being comforted by God in a time of
mourning?

What does the Holy Spirit do for those who mourn?

Why does God comfort us?



THE

MEEK INHERIT
LESSON 3: MATTHEW 5:5 -6.

Someone once said, Alf you think
for a week. o

Meekness is a character of Kingdom Living and a vital part of
following Jesus. Listen to what He sdys:

Verse 5
ABl eg $id& a papeytide) meek( i g e n tuking ,all e nd
things with an even temper, tender, free from haughty self
suf ficiency,TiBtuenidnirtheyshall saperitr i t 0
(Areceive a shari adulolfi)ntgene 6 semlr d rhi
(KIV).

As you can see from the meaning of meekndisss certainly a
tremendous quality to have. To
is not easy! We might have patience and grace with some people in
some areas of life, and virtually none in other areddeekness is
definitely not weakness! Treat ng ot her peopl e ge
of a haughty (fAhaviicdgins)selfsshodowicnae
takes the grace of God working in us. But that is Kingdom Living.
Living life the Jesus way. And to treat people with an air of grace in a
true hearattitude of a tender spirit has to be evidence of the new
creation at work within us!

Praise God! It can be done.
Moses:

Take Moses, for example. How would you have liked the responsibility



of leading the nation of Israel with all thgripes and grizzles, having
criticism from within his own family circle, etc? Not many people
could walk in his shoes, yet we discover that one of the main strengths

of Mosesd6 |life is fd23torded for u
(ANow the man Mos abeve allaltee mener y
which were upon t(kie. face of t he

AfMeeknesso in the Old Testament

spoken of people Awho prefer to

who therefore ewijloe)y M@esdvassmedker thanu r
anyone else in his dayt hat 6s why he was t he
makes great leaders.

AThe meek i nh &hile many willentegpetrtitish . 0
statement as a futuristic inheritance, | see the importance for
Christians to clan their Godgivenrightstdipossess t he
now. God told Joshua a long time dgo:

AEvery place that the sole of
have | given unto you, as | said unto Moses.

. There shall not any man be able to stafdi t oelfspet s
a g aiinvs t pefere thee all the days of thy life: as | was
with Moses, so | will be with thee: 1 will not fail thee, nor
forsake( A | e theee 0)

Be strong and of a good courage: for unto this people shalt
thou divide for an inheritancethe land, which | sware unto
t heir f at he(Ksv). (SeeJgshua &B.t h e mo

That land and inheritance for Joshua was in theinaght theni in his
life time. He was not to wait till he died to claim it! Why should we?

In Isaiah 57:13b weead:

i But he who takes refuge i n I



(Judea) and shall inherit My holy mountain (Zion, also the

heavenly inheritance (Isainhd49:8, he s
Psalm 37:9,11; Psalm 69:35,36; Matthew 5:5; Hebrews 12:22)
(AMP).

G o dhinlg mountain is Mount Zion, and the New Testament tells us we
are (have) come to that mountain nbw:

inBut ye are come( futnhteo cMotuynt o fZ
J e r u siavloa mgend unto the city of the living God, the
heavenly Jerusalem, and to an immerable ( A n ot t o
numb eirvye d g gamspany of angels, . ..

And to Jesus the medi at@mw). of t
(See Hebrews 12:224).

As we possess our inheritance that is given to us in the caxnant,

we are Ainhheadwd i age twal kiamg i n G
He purposed for us. If that were not so, then the god of this world

(Satan) would have control over us and prevent us from living for Jesus.
Praise God for the victory we have in Jesus right now on this earth!

ifBut t he me e k wi || i nher it t he
(Psalm 37:1N1V).

HUNGERING AND THIRST ING AFTER
RIGHTEOUSNESS COMPLETELY

SATISFIES:
Verse 6:
"Blessed( A h a papeyth&y) which do hunge ian appet
desire, neiedlinspandtoirsteiangeéeager | c
craving, 0 colliny) efter righteousriess: for they

shallbefiled( if eed, TfStlrlo)fkgsat i sf yo



Jesus tells us here that there |
craving after righteousiss. This verse is translated also like this:

ABl essed and fortunate and hap
(that is, in that state in which the boragain child of God

enjoys His favour and salvation ) are those who hunger and

thirst for righteousness (prightness and right standing with

God) , for they shal [(lsalare55:t,2 mpl e
(Matthew 5:6AMP).

GwAIAK(GS2dzaySaa Ydzaid 6S GSNER AYLR
FYR GKANBRG I FGSNI Ao {23 rbeag G A
what is just and right; the character and acts of a man commanded by
and approved of God, in virtue of which the man corresponds with Him
and His will as His ideal and His standard; it signifies the sum total of
all that God commands and approvés. such it is not only what God
demands, but what He gives to man, and which is appropriated by faith;
and hence it is a state called f
Bul l'i)nger 6s

AA righteous person, t h ei.e.dulfilong e ,
all claims which are right and becoming; just as it should be; a right
state, of which Geud | Bsgetrbe st and

Righteousness is fulfilling the lifstyle and standard that God has set
for us, in which we happily pleasdim rather than ourselves. |If
ri ghteousness i sia@ldtdkidteen sghteounsdivang d
must be the motivating desire of our heart. Let us not forget the
Kingdom of God is a righteous Kingdom where righteousness, peace
and joy reigns! Romans 14:17). When we hunger and thirst after
ri ghteousness, we are filled. T
the sense of an animal which is fed with grass or hay, feeding it and
filling it to the point of being filledi and satisfied! Justsawe can
experience the joy and satisfaction of having our natural stomach filled
with good food, so we can delight in the contentment and satisfaction of



being spiritually filled with Go
life-style. Completely satfied abiding in Jesus!

ALor d, who shall abide in Thy i
Thy holy hill?

He that walketh uprightly, and worketh righteousness, and
speaketh the tPsamlbi?2kikw). hi s heart



QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION AND
MEDITA TION:

What does one have to do to inherit the earth?

Can you share an example of meekness in the life of someone you
have met?

What does it mean to hunger and thirst after righteousness?
Can you, in your own words, give a meaning oht&gpusness?

2 k2 aS8SGa GKS aidlyRINRa AY D2RQ



THE
MERCY MINISTRY

LESSON 4: MATTHEW 5:7-8.

Yes, showing mercy is a ministry! How we all need more of it. Mercy
produces mercy, and mercy forgives, releases and blesses those wh
haveoffended us by giving them a fresh start. So much damage is done
by Christians when they dono6t or
is not working through us, then usually legalism (law) and judgment is.
Mercy is a major principle in Kingdom Living.

Verse7:
ABl e6Bldmmeyyeémercifu( facti vely comp
not merely unhappy for the ills of others, but desirous of
relieving them; not merely pity, but beneficent aid promptly
applieud o i)nfgrthaysshall obtain( igai nomposse
of , acquir e; T Qoént) merdy@halerecdive thal o f ¢
pity and compassion of otheagkav).

Without the mercy of God toward usthat is, if God did not have
mercy upon each Christian individuallythere would be no such thing
as redeption, regeneration, forgiveness, new life, personal relationship
with Jesus, etc. But, thanks be to GbldE HAD MERCY ON US!

He loved us enough to do something for us-belind sinners. This is
how the Scriptures declarerit:

“But God is so rich in mercy; He loved us so much that even
though we were spiritually dead and doomed by our sins, He
gave us back our lives again when He raised Christ from the
deadi only by His undeserved favour, have we ever been
savedi and lifted us up from the grave iotglory along with
Christ, where we sit with Him in the heavenly realnisall



because of wh atEpHlesans2sbtTiBY) esus di

Having extended great mercy to us, God now expects us to have mercy
T to show pityi on others. Mercy is showing kindss. Showing
mercyis the way of blessing happiness! As we sow mercy into other
peoplebs |lives we wil/ al so reap
what we sow we shall also reap (see Galattan®).

In Judges 1:4-7 there is the record of a king by the name of Adoni-
bezek (name means “lord of lightning” T unfortunately for him he
wasn’t quick enough to escape the justice of God!) When he had the
opportunity to show mercy to 70 other kings, he did not do it. In his
anger he cut off their thumbs and big toes, which is a very cruel thing
to do. The day came when Judah came and fought against him,
captured him and cut off his thumbs and great toes! Before he died
Adoni-bezek made a powerful confession:C

A . : . God has apaild dmed btaoc
(Judges 1: V).

He received exactly what he dealt out to others. Be merciful!

If you turn to Luke 10:287 you will see how Jesus answered the
guestion,

AWhat must | do t (ukelo:boew).i t et
It came davn to two conditions:

1. ALove the Lord your God with
soul and with all your strength and with all your mind; an@,

2. Love your nei ghf{fLokeX025BNIVy our s e
To love our neighbour as we love ourselves msestrowing mercy on

our neighbour. It was the good Samaritan (who was despised by the
Jewsi John 4:9) who was actively demonstrating the mercy ministry



when he rescued the man who fell among thieves. The other two,
though very religious and active in ¢bh matters, did not show mercy,
but passed by on the other side! They were not living by Kingdom
principles. What a sad picture this is of many todagligious but lost!

(Or, too busy to get involved!)

Mercy is love and compassion in action throutpe believer and
disciple of Jesus Christ.

AThe heart is happiest when it b

THE PURE IN HEART SEE GOD:

Verse 8:
ABl e¢ &&dpapynot) will be)the pure in heart: for
t hey shalKiv).see Godo

Pure in hed. What does it mean? The wdidp u lis@xplained in the
following waysi

a APure from everything that wol
the subject with which it is combined, free from every foreign
admixture, whether good or bad; clean, are firom every stain,
odour, colour, or any useless thing whatever; free from every
fal se adar ninhggret &s (

b) Acl eanstrcolngas an{d Youngods

c) nfree from tainting or pol | ut
from moral taicalibs).or defi |l ement

Our whole ongoing relationship with God depends on the condition of
our heart. Why is this?

AnAs the corporeal (Aphysical 0) 0
which chiefly and finally participates in all its movements: also as th

seat and centre of mands persona
of the human manifests itself. Hence the significance of the heart as the
starting point of the developments and manifestations of personal life,



as well asthe organ of theiracde nt r at i oh(Baind)n g artog (

The heart is the centre of our life, both physical and spiritual. For us in
the Kingdom our heart is continually being cleansed by the blood (1
John 1:710) and the Word of Jesus (John 15:3) as we walk in the light
with one another. Our relationship with fellow Christians has a lot to
do with the state of our heart. The more we are right with one another,
the Apurero our heart becomes.

He is now teaching us through His Worthe result of this is a cleaner,
purer, clearer heart. We become more and more transparent. The pure
our heart, the clearer our vision is to see God! As we deal with the
Aif oreign stains and odourso in o
the cleareithe will and purposes of God becomé.Se ei n dnasGo 0
got to be the highest motivating desire within us as we deal with the
matters of the heart.

As we all ow the teaching of Jesl
being put through a process of pigdttion. The illustration of the
potter s wheel6 shows ud that ¢here ia bn ofgdingl
need for corrupt impediments, grit, etc., to be removed from the clay in
order that the finished product will bring glory to the potter. The
Epistle of dide positively affirms that Jesus is goifigt o0 pr es e
faultless( A wi t hout bl e inyoumdpded loa me t hep
g | o rHallelojah! (see Jude 286; Ephesians 5:287). For our part

we must abide in Him and keep ourselves in the &dv@od.

The purifying of our heart is the pathway of blessingappiness! It is

a joyful process to walk in the light with Jesus. But that does not mean
a life free of trials, pain and sufferirig:

A : : . we mu s t t hffourgdrs snuiur C
affliction, angui sh, burdéns, |
Strogedotser 1 nto thdActKidRZxxdom of G

Jesus says the pure in heart shall see God! Two men of God can testif
to this, even though their lives endured much tritoreit



1. Job:

The whole book of Job is dedicated to the experience of a severe trial
Job went through. The Bibkaysi

A : . the man was bl amel es
(reverently)feared God and abstained from and shunned evil
(becauseitws wr ongpwP). (Job 1:1

Job came under a Satanic attack that left his body covered with sore

boils (Job 2:78 ) . He was not I mmune to
eyes he was blameless. His wife and friends really struggled with what
was happening toihm, bl aming God and Job

such. When we get to the last chapter of Job we read an amazing
statement made by Job concerni nc
throughi A | had h e @nlylby thé heafiogwf the ear; but
now my(spiritual)e y e s e €Jsb 4X:nPh

A purifying of heart took pl ace
attack! He could now see God! The pure in heart shall see God.
2. Moses

As mentioned in Lesson 3, Moses had the tremendous resiipnsib
leading the children of Israel out of Egypt into the land of Canaan. The
people often murmured and compl a
realise was that God had taken 40 years to prepare and purify the ma
Moses in the land of Midian (Exod@sand3).

When the time came for him to take the people by faith out of Egypt, he
himself was strengthened and guided by the Living, yet invisible God.
The testimony of Moses was that:

A : : . (hiet o e nWear stdr ong,i st a:
Buinge)as seeing Hi m @bboewsi 14:27i n v i
KJV).



Moses could see the invisible God! He was pure in heart.

Today we can see God also as we allow the teachings of Jesus from th
Beatitudes to sink deep down in our heart. What an honowsfdo
behold Him!

Canyousayi But now my eye sees Hi m?0



QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION AND
MEDITATION:

Can you describe the mercy ministry in action?
Why can we show mercy unto others?

In the story of the good Samaritan, what did hetdaoshow
mercy? (Lukel0:2537).

Why is purity of heart so important?
What does it mean to be pure in heart?
How can we fisee Godo?

In what way were Job and Moses helped to see God?



THE
PEACEMAKERS
ARE

GODO6S CHI LDREN

LESSONS: MATTHEW 5:9-12.

There is a great need for peacemakers today, both in the church and il

the world. Being a peacemaker is an extraordinary gift. A true

peacemaker (in the Biblical sense) is given such an honour as to be

called a child of God. Let us loait it

VERSE 9
"Blessed( A h a @mne th&peacemakeisia makeri of
Bul |l i)ngefros they shall be cal
(KIV).

This verse is not talking about a state of being that is all harmony and
bliss. It is about being able to bring peace into a situation of strife,
upset, variance between people, church division, etc. Most of us can
relate reasonably well in a state of good relations with others, but
once that harmony has been broken it becomes very difficult to press
through the barriers to bring restoration. In the Kingdom of God we
are called to be peacemakers. If we are born-again by the Spirit of the
God of Peace (2 Thessalonians 3:16; Philippians 4:9; Hebrews 13:20)
then the peace of God working in us will work through us to restore
peace in the lives of our brethren. Often only time can fully restore
broken relationships, but the child of God is a person who is always
seeking peace, speaking peace, and whose actions show we are
disciples of the God of Peace. Many heartaches and trials friendships

F
e

and potential for God in Christendom are marred because there has bee

the absence of the peacemaker at a crucial time.



The peacemaker speaks and acts t
when he/she is hurt and offendedhe natural man wants to reject,
isolate and not have any more to do with those who hurt and offend
him. But the peacemaker knows that doing that is wrong for those in
the kingdom and reaches out seeking to bring restoration. It is easier
said than doa! How different church life would be if every Christian
lived as a peacemaker! Jesus gives such high honour to the peacemak
that He calls thenii t he ¢ hi | d ritasnthe orly tirGeoird thed
Beatitudes that we are called this. God Himself idesgtifivith the
peacemaker and is even pleased to call us His children. The peacemake
is a person who has caugin to the heatbeat of God.

To those Christians who may be feeling that you do not have any
Aministryo for God, y Ou tryncd ¢hd  t

peacemaker is available right now. There is always the need for it and
it will keep you blessed and useful in the Kingdom of God.

"OH, PLEASE NOTPERSECUT I ON! 0

| 6m sorry! As much as | feel t |
are commited to follow His teachings. The Bible in many places
makes it quite obvious that there is a cost involved to be a true follower
of the Lord-=calladtdbdalybdbghtsened?o
that it is oldfashioned to believe in Jesus as thly @aviour; it is even
more condemning of those who seek to live their lives by His Word.
There is an ongoing conflict between good and evil, flesh and spirit,
right and wrong (see Roma®s5-9; 1 Corinthians2:11-16; Galatians
5:16-26).

Verse 10
“Blessed (“happy”) are they which are persecuted (“to pursue
wi t h mailBug ni)fiige@wdésoppr ess, har as
to bother Tgelrisfirosrd emitd lytbeousnes ¢
theirs is the ®Wiwvngdom of heaver

Notice that the persecotin  mu s t be for righte



Lesson 3 for Bible meaning of righteousness). Any persecution we
receive that is not because of a righteous stand or godigtjife may

be selfinflicted. There are no medals for opposition that comes &gains
us because of a lack of wisdom or stupidity!

Persecution is par for the course for those who follow Jesus according
to Kingdom principles:

Al ndeed all who delight in pie
devoted and godly life in Christ Jesus will meetith
persecutioni that is, will be made to suffer because of their

rel i gi o(3imahy Zl2:xi®).

ety is Aduti ful devotion to Go
the quality or characteristic of
Verse 11

ABl essed are ye, whteo wmee ahat

scornf ul | a i galire)gyeu, aad)peersecget you,

and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely, for My
s a k(e19).

That tongue!

Jesus promises His followers that they vioé happy in the midst of
rejection: when we are slandered for being identified with God and His
righteous ways. The tongue can be used against us in very hurtful
ways, so we must be mindful of wilyis opposition comes, being very
careful that we do noespond negatively to it.

For the Christian it iI's not al w
should get upset about, but our owraions!

A How do we react to criticism?

A How do we react to their misunderstanding of us?



A Do we use our tonge just as maliciously, or have we learned the
Jesuswajit o r evi | (@ Peteo22%&)g ai n o

So much can be written about the tongue!

"Death and life are in the powel A a b ii Wi Itsjoah the
t o n g u gPraverbs 18:21&dv).

The tonge reveals what is in our heart:
i . For o ut theodverflawh ¢he f ul
superabundance of the heart the mouth speaks.

The good man from his inner good treasure flings forth good
things, and the evil man of his inner evil storehouse flgg
forth evil things . ..

For by your words you will be justified and acquitted, and by
your words you wil/| b e(Maitloew d e mn
12:34b37 AMP). (see also James 1:26).
James 3 is another important chapter that speaks to Christiaurstlad
tongue. In fact the Bible has so much to say about the tongue and oul
words that is would be worthwhile taking a concordance and doing a
fuller study of the subject.

| will leave with you a few anonymous quotes that | have come across
on matterof the tongue:

A The Christian should learn two things about his torighew to
hold it and how to use it.

A He who has a sharp tongue soon cuts his own throat.
Long tongues will mean short friends.

Everybody agrees that a loose tongue cadlto a few loose






