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INTRODUCTION

Di scovering t he God Factoro i s
about peple who succeeded in Ilife because they - dis
covered the God factor. Men like David and his army, Haggai, Joshua
and Cal eb, Jonah, became great b
God. 0O

There is mention also of some who missed, or bypassed, the behefits
di scovering Godbés power for t he
Israeli spies and false prophets. Without the God factor in their lives
they created hindrance and havoc to those who wanted to do the will of
God.

Above all, this book is written so thgou can know the God factor and
have the joy of living life to the full, walking and working with God. To
know Him is to love and serve Him totally. He has need of YOU today.

- Rodney W. Francis



CHAPTER ONE

WHATSOEVER ISBORN O F
GOD ... OVER COMES THE WORLD:

| want to share with you this very important mattekéwing you are

born of God. The main reason why so many Christians fail, or
are defeated in their experience is because they do not know they are
born of God. They do not have thatdwelling knowledge that they are
born of God, that they are a c¢hi
thembearing witnessthat they are indeed a child of God.

The Bible clearly states th&gtEver yone who bel i ev
Christ is born ofG o d(bJohn5:1).

The simple condition is believing believing that Jesus is the Christ
and the Son of God.

Do you believe that Jesus is the Son of God? There are many people
today who believe in God, but they do not believe that Jesus is the Son
of God We need to believe ahow that Jesus is the Son of God. The
Bible says,

ABut as many @esusyioehem Hevgavd thét m
power to become the sons of God, even to thbat believe
(Atrust iom His nareet Whiclo wede)born, not of
blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor the will of man, BUT
OF GQimbn 1213,KJV).

. Have you received Jesus Christ igtaur life?
o Do you know deep within your heart that you are born of God?



THOSE WHO KNOW GOD C ONQUER:

These are questions thatewneed to answer personally. If you know
you are born of God, then you can be a conqueror over those things
that in the past have had you defeated. The Bible saysdbatryone
gK2 0SftAS@PSa GKF (G WSadza Andl the BibkeS
adds, asa confirmation to this, that you have the witness (or
testimony) in yourself, that indwelling knowledge within your heart
that you have been born of God. This makes you strong in God.

(See 1 John 5:103).

After we are born of God, He is able to comnuaté with us. God is
able to let us know what He requires of us. This is an important part of
our Christian life. The Bible says théwhatsoeveris born of God,
overcomes (Jom548kov) L ddt does not s
Thed wh at s ehatwsbarntof God in the life of théd wh o s o e v e
overcomes the worldi And this is the victoq
wor |l d, ev eWearbarn of God forlthis purpose.

Once we know we are born of God, He will give us commandments that
are not grievous (richard to bear). God will not ask anything of us
which cannot be done. The secret is having your heart in the right place
and your believing in the right One, Jesus Christ. The sedtabiging

you are born of God. When you know that, God will bring tdhbi
within your heart and life, commands and instructions that He would
have you to do concerning His work and His kingdom. And that
“whatsoever” which is born of God in your heart ¢ when put into
actioni will overcome the world.

Let Godos Wanrydur lifeultlisfsimply amazmg what God
will do when your faith goes into His Woiidthe Living Word! God
can put a word in your heart and create faith within you. Faith that will
cause you to do wonders for Jesus.



When youknow that you are bornfoGod i and that which you are
seeking to do has been born of God in your hiedhten you can rest
assured that nothing (and no one) can stop you from overcoming the
world. We have been bofagain to be overcomers.

. How can you know that what you are seeking to do for God is
born of God?
. How can you know whether your Christian service is born of

Godc or just born of your own desire?

The Bible says that we have the witness (or testimony) in our heart.
That witnes was put there by the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit always
bears witness with the will of God, and agrees with the Word of God.
Those who are born of God agree with His Word. They believe His
Word and have an active faith in it.

AfWhat soever owvebhboomesft Gedwor |l d

. Have you tried to be a successful sauhner?

o Have you ever tried to work for God?

o Perhaps you have seen frustration and defeat?

o Maybe it was born out of a zealous spiriborn of enthusiasm

and not of God?

And so what happened? God blew ujitceind it came to nothing. But if

a workbe of God, it cannot be overthrowfiActs 5:3839 KJv). God is
looking for people whom He can put something within their hearts that
will cause them to conquer!

We try to believe. Wetry to have faith in order to phse God. God
says to believe on His Sdnget taken up withJESUS and He will
cause something to bleorn in your heart that will conquer the
world.

AnWho i s he that overcomes the



that Jesus i g1Johh®5N8)on of Godo

You may say that you are not strong in your body. That has nothing to
dowithitAFai th comes by hearing, and
(Romans 10:1KJv). If you are listening to the Word of God; if your
ears are open to the voice of the Holy Spiritu ywill receive a
quickeningi faith will come alive in your heart and cause you to be an
overcomer. God wants us to hear the living Word so that faith will be
born in our heart$ faith which will enable us to do that which He has
called us to do. We do hinave to feel strong, or educated, or even
adequate. We believe the Word of God!

GIDEON:

Gideon suffered seven long years through being in bondage to the
Midianites. His people were living in caves in the mountains.

But Gideon heard from an angel of Gédhat did the angel say to that
skinny little man who could hardly stand on hisfe@t? he Lor d i
you, you mi dJodges 6:92avr).rGod uséd Gideon to
deliver Israel. What was his secret? Something was born in his heart of
God. Jesus Chris$ looking for men and women whom He can put His
Spirit uponi to cause something to be born in their hearts of God, and
make them to stand in the victory of God; people wihow what their
calling is.

NICODEMUS:

When Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews, eamJesus by night, he said to
Him, iWe know you are a teacher wh
one could perform the miraculous signs you are doing, if God were
not wi {John ZiZNiv).0There is a confirmation of God upon the
per sonds Iniof God. deBus said toNicdlemiisy o u  mu s
be bor n(versg 3).iJesusovas showing Nicodemus that he must
first be born of God and then he would also come into this realm of the
Spirit. Jesus further told hinfi, We s p e a k khoy, and testiey d c
t hat we h a wese &1gIe)n Here Jesus is gpeaking about



those who are born of God.
You mustknow that you have been born of God.
You mustknow that God is your Father.

When you know this, God creates and builds upon that knowledge in
your heart other things which are born of His Spirit and His Word. He

will cause you to do that which is pleasing in His sight. And when God
gives you something, He gives you the faith to believe it and to do it!

God needs people who are filled with the Holy &haevith power and
faith to bring the reality of Jesus Christ to our lost generation. Let God
bring to birth something withigour heart today.

Wait upon God to give you the witness in your spirit, that the thing
which you are seeking to do is born of God. If it is not, then it is going

to fail ¢ it will leave you broken and defeated. But if you know that
which you are seeking is born of God, then channel your faith in that
direction andyou will overcome the world

There i s victory allowHimheecredteowitlinbus w
something which is born of Him. God can put a wordyaur heart
today 1 a word that creates a positive faith that will overcome the
world. May it be your portion and joy. Amen



CHAPTER TWO

DAVI DoS MEN OF WAR:

The success of any king or leader lies in the ability of his supporting
army of warriors to overcome his enemies. In this article, we shall look
at the army of men who gathered around David prior to the time he was
made king over Israel in place of Saul.

| believe there is a significant message here for all who profess to be
Christians; one in which we must realise as never before, that we are
called to be soldiers, fighters, overcomers against all that would seek to
lower the standard of the Kingdom of God.

1 CHRONICLES 12

Our basis for study i4& Chronicles12 and | would encourage you to
take your Bible and read it through carefully and prayerfully, seeking to
catch a picture in your mind of the setting of the situation at this time in
the life of David.

Israel was going through a time of change. King Saul, through
disobedience, had failed God. Saul had lost the anointing of God and,
even though he knew the Lord©os
replace him, Saul hounded David and persecuted him withosé cau
Because David feared for his life, he was forced to live in mountains
and in caves. But now the time had come for David to be made king of
Israel, by the Word of the Lord. Even while David was still in hiding, a
growing number of men joined themselvés him and gave him their
dzy RAGARSR |t S3IAlLYyOSd ¢KSe (yS¢g
new king.



MIGHTY MEN:

The men who joined themselves to David were mighty men; armed men
who knew how to handle their weapons of war. Theyoul d us e
right hand and left in hurling stones and shooting arrows out of a

b o wWbChronicles 12:XJV).

Verse 8 tells us some more of the kind of men who were backing
David; they werédi men of mi ght , and men fi
handle shield and buckler, whoskaces were like the faces of lions,

and were as swift as the roes up

FIT FOR THE BATTLE:

Notice, they weréi me n F | T F O RThay di@ notonait far thee . 0
battle to happen before they prepared to fight. They were ready
beforehand! Dsciplined, dedicated men! Each one loyal to the cause
the cause of bringing David from the life of a fugitive to that of
undisputed king of Israel; the cause of seeing the Word of the Lord
brought to pass.

Fearless, fit, fighting, lioike men! How wowerful to have such men
supporting you!

BACKBONES ... OR WISHBONES?

Alas, we seemingly see almost the opposite manifestation in our
Christian ranks today. People are afraid to get involved, reluctant to
stand up and be counted, ignorant of the fact tive¢ are called to be
soldiers of the Cross. Christianity is for men and women with
backboned not wishbones! We have fof i ght t he gooc
faith. Lay hold of the eternal life, to which yojwe)wer e cal | e
(2 Timothy 6:12NI1V). How everytrue minister of the Gospel longs for
men and women who will stand with him and faithfully fight the
spiritual battles we continually have to face in these troubled, closing



days of time.
Are you | i ke one of Davidodés migh

Defeat and failure was not in their thinking. They were trained, ready
for the battle.

These were menwhoput to fl ight AL(ersé he.l
15).

A DIFFICULT TIME:

This was a difficult time for David; a time of transition. It was also a
time d change for the men of war. Those who had been loyal to Saul
recognised the blessing of God now rested on David. They had to
decide which man they were going to serve.

David also needed to know the men who were joining him were true
men, and reliable. 11 Chronicles 12:148 we read how David was
unsure about some men of Benjamin and Judah who came to suppor
him. The Holy Spirit came upon Amasai and the matter was settled by
the Lord. David accepted the men and demonstrated his confidence in
the Holy Spiit by making them captains of the band.

A GREAT HOST:

Day by day David was encouraged by the numbers of men who came
to help him.

Soon they had grown intha gr eat host , | (L k e
Chronicles 12:2&Jv).

These were not flabby, casual, undige | i ned Tfisi ssi es¢
it hweeyr e READY armed to t htetunwthe , O
kingdomf r om Saul to David, accordi
(verse 23) They expected a fight and were ready for it. They were



readyBEFORE it started

They werel

eiReady ar meidv.240 t he war o

efiMi ghty men of id5our for the we
efiZadok, a young m&m8mi ghty of ve
eiMi ghty mehnh(v.800 valouro

e Ex per ti (M 38 33w&36)0

eAiWhich woulidv.¥3eep ranko

efiTehy wer e not Tof.33)doubl e hearto

What an army!
What men!
Worthy of the honour to fight for the king!

“All these men of war, that could keep rank, came with a
perfect heart to Hebron, to make David king over all Israel:
and all the rest also of Israel were of one heart to make David
K i n(getse 3&Jv).

WHAT MAKES A MAN OF WAR?

This chapter of Chronicles gives us a real insight into the type of men
who stood with David.

But what makes a man mighty, an expert, ready, prepared, valiant?
Dedication? T Yes
Discipline? T Yes

Determination? 1 Yes



Yet added to these, | believe there is one great hasic attitude’

which must continually be kept in mind. Those men never got the
reputation they had without it. What was it? They were men of
TEACHABLE SPIRITS. Before they could attain their high positions
they first had to be taught, trained; to learn howdep in step with the

rest of the army.Galatians 6:6 should be considered héréAny o n e
who receives instruction in the Word must share all goodntig with
his i ngMvi.uct or o

They were not I ndi vidual s fAdoi nc¢
their fellow soldiers. True, each man had to prove himself individually.
But the ultimate purpose for any soldier is to fight in an army. Paul calls
it iwakers t o(z Edrimtheanso 6:1).The Church is many
members, not one membét Corinthiansl2:1227).

As individuals we have to learn to flow together with the whole body of
Christ.

Are you teachable?

Do you know your place inthe body n Go d asy?gr eat

TWO OTHER ARMY MINIS TRIES:

While we are still in1 Chronicles 12let us note two other important
types of people who made up the great army of men who stood with
David:

1. MEN WHO KNEW WHAT TO DO

AAnd the children of Issachar, which were men that had
under standing of the times, to
(verse 3XJv).

David had men who understood the times, who knew what Israel ought
to do: men who knew Goddés ti mi
read of Elisha being such a man; the Syrian acmyld not prevail



against Israel because Elisha knew their plans)!

David had proven men of understanding. They were not novices, nor
were they men who #dAloved to dis
respected men, for the whole army of these mighty in@ne at #heir

c o mma (veisé32). Oh, may God give us more men like that today!

2. COOKS AND PROVIDERS

Thousands of mighty men were involved in this army. It was not
enough that they be taught to obey thtseh o had t he r ul
(Hebrews 13:17); that thdye marksmen (and experts at that); that they
had faces as lions; that they were as swift as gazelles on the mountains
All this would have been to no avalil if they were not fed. Those men
had to be provided for!

Praise God for the ministry of cooks; fdrose who give and provide
the wherewithal to keep Godods ar

Was it a burden to those who ha
cook? No! a thousand times no! Those cooks were called toicao#

they cooked! Did they do it grudgingly? Ndow did they minister to

this mighty army of mighty men with mighty appetites?

With JOY!
AThere was 8%0.in | srael o

Have you this joy in serving the Lord? . . . You need it.

THE WAR IS NOT OVER!

When we turn over to the New Testament we discaur calling in
Christ is to be strong, to fight. We, too, are in a war. Turd Tanothy

2:1-5 and you will discover we are exhorted to apply those things we
have heard and to commit the same to faithful men, who shall be able to
teach others also.



If you have been teachalileand still arei you will in turn be able to
teach others.

But army life is not all classroom! Look at:

Verses 3and 41 iEndur e hardness with
soldier of Christ Jesus. No one serving as a soldier gets
involved in civilian affairs i he wants to please his
commandi ngnvpf ficero

Donét oversesi&Goki |l arl y, i f anyone
he does not receive the victoro0s
to thelfruwvedr ® goi ng haveto auehy ¢he d
rulesi Goddés Word. Strive lawfully t
you in.

WHO ARE WE FIGHTING?
The devil!

Ephesians 6:320 tells us we are in a warfafeagai nst TF
WI LES OF T HEWelnke Wdt Eghting against flesh

and bloe,ibut against THE RULERS OF
OF THIS WORLD, against SPIRITUAL WICKEDNESS IN

HI GH PL AKQB.SO

Make no mistake about it: we need the whole armour of God on today
to even stand. And to stand we have to fight!

WHAT ARE WE FIGHTING ?
Strongholds
2 Corinthians 1046 speaks of thewe apons of ey wa

Ami ghty through God to the pull
down IMAGINATIONS, and EVERY HIGH THING THAT



EXALTETH ITSELF AGAINST THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD, and
bringing into captivity EVERY THOUGHT TO THE OBEDIENCE
OF CHR K&/ Dhe battle is on today FOR the minds of men. The
battle is on IN the minds of mé&nin your mind and in my mind.

God has given us weapons to deal with imaginations, everything that
exalts itself against the knoedge of God, contrary thoughts and
disobedience.

WE must deal with them!

Otherwise these very things will render us useless as a soldier for Jesu

Christ, the King of kings today.

WE MUST BE READY:

This is no time to be doubleearted, to be entangledtinh e -iwb ae b
of this world, to please ourselves. We have a call to arms and we must

be ready for the battl e. 't is t
leaders so that His Church will arise and shake the world. We can do it
together, fofi Gr gaties He that is in you t

(2 John 4:4&Jv).

God bless you, soldier! . . . and keep marching in step and in
victory!



CHAPTER THREE
GEHAZI:

We take a look, now, at the life of a man who was servant to the great
proplet Elisha. Elisha was known by all in his dayfa$ h e man
G o dadd he certainly was used of the Lord in a mighty way. Gehazi,
no doubt, spent much time with Elisha and would have been well aware
of the kind of i fe he | imany @n €
Israelite. To be servant to Elisha would certainly be a great honour.

Yet we find time and again in the life of Gehazi that he failed to take
heed to the godly ways of his master. He manifests a heart that was
never brought under the lordshiptbé God of Elisha.

The name fiGehazi 0 means fAvomue@onh o
another meani ng | SADibtiohayloflS@ipure Brdper my
Names by J. B. Jackspn

There are many fAGehazi b6so in th
ende&ours to bring before the reader some of the snares which befell
Gehazi, in order that we might be found serving the Lord of the Church
instead of some lord in the church.

We read about Gehazi in 2 Kings, chapters 4 - 8. As servant to Elisha, it
was Gehazi’s lot to accompany Elisha as he went about ministering.
One day as they were passing through a place called Shunem, a great
woman constrained Elisha to stop by and eat. This woman perceived
that Elisha was “an holy man of God,” and God touched her heart to
build Elisha a little room to stay in each time he passed through. As
Elisha and Gehazi were resting in this room, Elisha asked Gehazi what
could be done for the woman in return. Gehazi informed him that the



woman was childless, and Elisha declared umo that she and her
husband would have a son. The woman could not beligvéit she

had the son anyway! The time came when the grown boy became sick
Immediately the mother sent to Elisha, travelling herself to where he
was. Gehazi was with him. Heveas a woman whose heart was crying
out to Elisha to spare her only son which God, by a miracle, had given
her. She was very upset (as any mother would be in an emergency suc
as this). When she saw Elisha she fell down and grabbed him by the
feet. But Geha came near to thrust her away. Gehazi shows himself to
be a man without compassion and

mel t hi m. He is servant to EIlish
so.0 This brought a rebuke thron
mi ni ster to the boy. Even with

Gehazi was unable to minister life! He did not have what it takes. And
yet he was servant to the great prophet who was known throughout all
the land. Elisha came and ministered life the young man and
presented him alive to his mother.

NAAMAN THE LEPER:

We next read of Gehazi in 2 Kings 5 in that welbwn account of
Naaman the leper. Naaman was captain of the host of the king of Syria,
a mighty important mNaamanwas alepgrblto d
came to Naamands attention that
would be able to heal him. Thinking it was the king of Israel himself
who could heal him, Naaman was sent to be healed by him. In the midst
of this confusion, Elishaemt word to the king to send him down to him.
Naaman was instructed to go and dip seven times in the river Jordan.
On hearing this, he turned and went away in a rage. But eventually he
humbled himself, returned to Jordan and dipped himself seven times.
He was healed just as Elisha said he would be.

Naaman was a wealthy man, and when he saw he was healed, h

returned to Apayo Elisha for his
T but Elisha refused to accept any money for what had happened. Ever
whenNaama ur ged hi m, he stildl refus

not be tainted with the curse of money placing a price on what had



happened. (God give us more Elishas!) Gehazi had observed all thal
Naaman had tried to do, and after he left to return to Syrieazsalent

after Naaman. Gehazi manifested a covetous heart. And that covetou:
heart caused Gehazi to lie to Naaman, saying that Elisha had sent him
Oh, he had a very spiritual reason to cover his lie with. He said two
young men of the sons of the prophlessl arrived since he left, and his
Afgi ftso were now needed to sust
been humbled by God only a short time before, and who was at that
moment so full of the blessings of the Lord, was actually being seduced
by the man who waservant to Elisha! By all means Naaman was only

too willing to give to help some
no intention of usi ng hd vmaated it dor f t
hi msel f . On his return he hid th
the Lorddéds worko in hi s own hou

continue serving him. The Spirit of God in Elisha knew what Gehazi
was up to, and even though Gehazi tried to lie his way out of it, the
judgment of God came upon himGehazi became aper for ever!
Gehazi had taken Naamanos money
sickness also! We cannot play around with God.

BE NOT DECEIVED!

What a lesson the Scriptures reveal here. One which all who are in the
Christian ministry would do well to take heed to. For, let us not deceive
ourselves, there are many Gehazi
ifservants to a great prophet, O
di shonest means to extract gifts
wor Kk of t h e catnal rthihking hab Hoknded them into

believing that money isthealt-al |  wi t h regards t
accomplished. They are not too fussy how they get it as long as they ge
it. Even inside the church we have to rememberitheth e | ove o

is t he r ool Timothy GlObV). @e ard answerable to God
for the way we seek to promote the needs of His work, and we need to
search our hearts and motives continually thatiwg r i eve nc
S p i rBEven though Gehazi presented a spiritu@d as his reason,
yet God looked upon his wicked heart and brought swift judgment upon
him. Remember Ananias and Sapphifad@ts 5).fi J ud gment mu



begin at t hglPeterdils)e of Godo

It is my firm conviction that God is more than able tpply the needs

of every ministry whichHe has raised up Our duty is to walk with

Him, doing what He asks of us, and then we can rest assured that He
will provide for us. If He does not, then | question His will in the matter

T the sooner it dies the betteJesus saidi Every pl ant
heavenly Father hath not planted, shall be rootedaufMatthew 15:13

KJV). On the other hand, the Bible tellsiswh at soever i s
over comes (1 Joen 5wWif whatdyou are doing is born of
God thenHE WILL SEE TO IT THAT IT ACCOMPLISHES HIS
INTENTIONS . If it does not, then the sooner we let it go the better.
God does not need us to Apromot ¢
His Word be the final authority for what He says He can do He will

do!

WE NEED OUR EYES OPENED:

We next read of Gehazi in 2 Kings 6, when Israel was at war with Syria.
Because of the power Elisha held in Israel, the whole of the Syrian
armyébés attention was turned to h
of ser vi ce. dghaziBMere sthDathama togktheGG The entire
Syrian army were encompassed about them, ready to pounce on then
the moment they made to leave. Gehazi was the first to arise in the
morning and, when he went outside, he could hardly believe what he
saw. There, &laround him and Elisha, were the great host of Syria.
Fear seized his heart. Pasiticken, he raced back to Elisha with the
news. Elisha was unmoved by the seeming impossible position he
found himself in.

Notice the order in which Elisha ministered Hist situation: First to

him of his own housé Gehazi. Gehazi was the biggest problem! Elisha
prayed that God wo WITHAdAp eH'E  G/kAhYa .
And the Lord opened the eyes of the young man; and he saw; and
behold, the mountain was full of horseand chariots of fire ROUND
ABOUT EL I(2SKih§s06:17KJV). Gehazi certainly needed his
eyes opened. He was so blinded by his own corrupt ways, natural



reasonings, circumstances, spiritual blindness, dishonest methods
covetousness, fear and lack offidithe was a greater hindrance to God
working a miracle in that situation than the entire army of the Syrians!

When his eyes were opened, he saw Elisha (and Elisha only) divinely
protected by Godobés heavenly host
then Elida was able to disperse with the enemy. (The Syrians did not
present any real threat to Elisha.)

Again we have a lesson set before us. Even though the Christian might
find himself actively involved with some wedthown preacher, or
church, or missionary ganization, it is not enough. Each Christian has
to develop his own personal walk and relationship with God. We must
realise that we are answerable to God for the life we live. We might be
able to fool people some of the time, but it is God who keepstoed
book! If it had not been for Elisha that day, Gehazi would certainly
have died. He had tricked Naaman before and Naaman would be in nc
mood to spare such a one as he.
intimately i he only knew about Him. His knowledgeas not strong
enough to even bring conviction to his heart of the standard God
requires of us. He could testify of what Elisha had done (2 King5)3:4

but he himself had no testimony. He was in a noble position (servant to
Elisha), but he did not knothe God of Elisha. In spiritual things he
was blind.

THE SPIRIT OF GEHAZI :

Has the spirit of Gehazi rendered the church powerless today? Have we
become so caughip with seeking position and honour, that we have
forgotten what God wants of us? When will wealise that the true
needs of life will only be met when we allow God to put His searchlight
upon our life and motives, and so do a work within us that He is truly
LORD; then we will see the Church of Jesus Christ rising up in the
strength of God to dodttle with the enemy.

Jesus saidi A° mandés foes shall be thi
(Matthew 10:36xJVv). We, the Christians, must be willing to repent of



our carnal desires and methods, especially in our vain efforts to promote
Godds wor k. -Scriptural shings that h1ave caepttinto the
church which are our biggest foésn o t the worl d. 1
pretending to be one thing and living another.

When Jesus rode into Jerusalem, He made straight for the temple of
God and pronounced judgment ugbose who were in there (Matthew
21:1214). Why? They placed more value on money, and the getting of
it than | etting Godds glory be
be! Once Jesus purged the templ
used properly fothe healing of the blind and the lame.

The greatest need of this hour is for God to be given His rightful place
in our lives. If He is not Lord of all, then He is not Lord at all. And if
He is not Lord at all, then our lives are in a very dangerousiqusior

we will surely become a Gehazi, who outwardly had a noble position,
but inwardly his heart was a den of iniquity.

Let us not be deceived by these
Jesus clearly and definitely said, | wi || bui |l d thdMy
gates of hell s ha(Mathewd@l8)pr evai l

God give us men like Elisha toddymen of authority who will not
succumb to the gifts of ménmen who will lay hold on God and who

at all ti mes seek to walsiSpiritapent h e
our eyes in this hour to discern what His clear will is, and help us to
humbly follow in His footsteps each and every day.



CHAPTER FOUR
HAGGAI o
MESSENGER OF THE LORD OF HOSTS:

| would like to share some thoughts with yourfrahe Book of Haggai,

a minor prophet with a major messaga message that is still needed in
the Church of Jesus Christ today. A message that, if we take heed to an
all ow Gododés Spirit to move in ou
this messag@rips your heart, you will be inspired to lay hold on that
which God wants you to doand set about doing it.

There are only two short chapters in the Book of Haggai, yet from
beginning to end it is full of impact and challenge. Twenty times in
these twochapters there is mention of the wards is ai t h Oft h e
these twenty times, we are told fourteentimes hus sai t h t
HOSTdiHost so0O means ifservice, w a
service and He is the Lord of warfare. In this Book we set Gloa
wants His people to be involvédinvolved in His service and involved

in the warfare which is raging against the Church of God today. We are
in a warfare and we need to be fighting he good fi ght
l aying hol d (bTimoteyto:ékaval | i f eo

CONSIDER YOUR WAYS:

Five times in the Book of Haggai we have the word “consider.” God is
warning the people to consider their ways ¢ the same people that

were called by His name; who were recognized by other nations as

being the children of God. God came to this people at a time when, as

a result of opposition and persecution, they had stopped building the

house of God. | t wasnot l ong before the
cameBEFORE the work of God. God was not pleased with this and
raised p a man by the name of Haggai. The Bible calls him a prophet
and he came with the Word of the Lord. It is people like Haggai that



God is looking for today people who have the Word of the Lord. They
dondt go ab dinsteadteey maveraimessdomn heaven
to share with Godo6és peopl e.

God came (through His servant Haggai) with a simple, yet profound
message Aiconsi der Whyuvere tey yoscondider their
ways? Firstly, because they had allowed the service of God to cease
They were chanriieng all their time and efforts into their own dwelling
places. They were placing their occupations, their houses and their
pleasures before the service of the Lord. They were saying:

fiThe time i s not come, the tim
be b(daghailQ).

A day of considering was brought upon the children of Israel. They had
to consider the way they were living.

¢ What were their priorities?

¢ What were they treasuring most in their lives?
e Was it the work of the house of the Lord?

¢ Or was it rather their own houses, their own pleasures, their own
aims and desires?

THIS IS SOMETHING WE MAY DO WELL TO CONSIDER TODAY.

We live in an age where material gain has become a top priority. We are
not hindered so much by opposition and persecu®iby the saints
simply dr oppi ngforgetting that awhich 6dd evenis0 &
ustodoWe are | iving Iin a country o
the Church! o

YOU WILL BE AMAZED AT THE WAY YOU CAN MAKE YOUR TIME
AND LIFE COUNT FOR GOD WHEN YOU B EGIN
REDEEMING IT AND START TO GET INVOLVED WITH THE
LORD.



The Word of God came to a people who put off into the future those
things which God wanteNOW. God wants to move in and through us

T right NOW. Let us not put off until tomorrow what God wantscio
today. Jesus Himself stressed this point. He exhorted His own disciples:

ASay not ye, There are yet fo
harvest? Behold, | say unto you, Lift up your eyes, and look

on the fields; for they are white already to harvest. And he
that reapeth r e @ehn43E36kKIV)wages

Let us lift up our eyes and see what God wants dfl@8V and begin
reaping a harvest of souls for the Lord Jesus Christ.

Those people in Haggai 6s day had
They were goig through their forms and ceremonies and all the things
they thought were pleasing to God, when all the time their own ends
were being sought before the ways and will of God. And, as a result, He
could not allow them to be blessed in the fruit of theiolak. Every

time they tried to do things in their own strength, God would blow upon
it. He would cause it to come to nothing, cause it to be a frustrating
experience. And He gave them the reason why. Because they never pu
first things first.

“Seek ye FIRST the kingdom of God and His righteousness;
and all t hese thinggMatghewm6:33 be
KJV).

This demands effort today. We have to give ourselves to seek the
kingdom of God first, because there are so many things in life that try to
take ar attention from that which we ought to be doing.

AnBe very <car ef ull, nottahuwwise but asw vy o
wise, making the most of every opportunity, because the days

are evil. Therefore do not be foolish, but understand what the

L or do s (Bphesiahs 5:1867&1V).

So God came withthe messag€,o nsi der Yegave thenaay s .



command to go up into the mountain, fell the trees, bring down the
wood and build His house. All these things were done by hand. It took
time, heavy toil, much effort. 8 God told them to do this.
Furthermore, the Lord said:

Al owi || take pleasur e(Haggal).t , an

When Goddéds people begin to carry
to do, He takes pleasure in them. God takes pleasure inddigep
when they fulfil His Word. God wants us to be doing this today be
involved in the extension of His kingdom. Each one of us has a God
given duty to perform in building up the kingdom of God through the
enabling of the Holy Spirit, the Living Woyénd by His presence with
us.

THEY TOOK HEED !

The people took heed to the message that Haggai brought them.
Disobedience was put away in their lives ¢ a sign that they DID listen to
the words of this prophet. They obeyed the voice of the Lord through
the man who brought them God’s Word. They began again to build the
house of the Lord which had been forsaken for so long.

Haggai wasit he Lordés messenger i n t
p e o p(Haggai 1:13)What a challenge this is! All who are saved and
bonragain of the Spirit o f God sh
with the Lordds message, having
person at the right ti me. Godods
with a message from heaven burning in their Iséah message that
meets the need!

Through Haggai 6s message, God be
(Haggai 1:14).God woke them up! This is what it means to be
Nnawak etolecbmdéd al i ve unto God. 0o

fiLikewise reckon ye also yourselves to be deadeed unto sin, but
alive unto God t hr ou dRomahse6sll)sGod h r



stirred up the spirit of the governor Zerubbabel, a high man in the land
of Judah. God dealt with the men who were in authority. He moved the
men who held the power amomgke people. God stirred their hearts!
God touched them and they were able to lead the people in the right
wayi Godos way. The Bible tells wus
Joshua the high priest. He was awakened unto God. We are told that the
spirit of the remnant of the people was stirred up. They were awakened
unt o God, and to His plans and i
come together! They began to work for the house of the Lord their God.
They began to do the works of God.

Al AM WI TH YWELLARES THE

God encouraged His people: “I am with you, declares the Lord”
(Haggai 1:13 NIv). This is an assurance that needs to sink deep into our

hearts today ¢ to KNOW that God is with us. It gives us a boldness and

a confidence to do the work of the Lord. There are no doubts and fears

when you KNOW that God is with you ¢ that God is for you. Romans

8:31 asks the question: “If God be forus, whocanb e agaiAngt
we are further encouraged in 1 John 4:4 fh&r eat er i s H
youuhan he that is in the world. o

We are indeedi mor e t han conquerors thr
(Romans 8:37)We are victors, triumphant in Jesus Christ!

AThe Lord is on my side; I wi |
unt o (RsalMld8:6.

In Haggai 2:45, Godemphasised this fact when He said:

AFor | am with you, says the L
Word that | covenanted with you when ye came out of Egypt,
so My Spirit remaingkivamong Yyou:

There are times when we go through experiencdgsattles that cause
us to think, AWel | |, God has for s
DOES NOTt el | us this. Those peopl e



were serving their own ends and not doing the work of God as they
should, God still saidij | a myow..t My Spirit remains among
youTHBRY had gone to sl eep.BUIGKKHEY s S
WERE ASLEEP. They were not alive unto the movings of the Holy
Spirit and, as a result, they were not able to do those things which God
wanted them to do.

God gave His people a promise, that if they began to work and build
His house, He would take pleasure in it and He would be glorified. God
promised them that the glory of the latter house woul&GBEATER

than the former. The Lord promised that He would give péace and
prosperity in that place. God promised them so many things if they
would be obedient to the Word of the Lord and do that which was right
in His sight. God Himself stirred their spirit and they began to work.

According to the Book of Ezra they prospered through the prophesying

of Haggai as they worked (Ezra 6:14). Haggai brought them the Word

of the Lord and inspired them to go on building the house of God.
When they received the Word they began to build and were victorious
over all their enemg The Lord was glorified. God took pleasure in
them and moved amongst His people in such a way that they were
blessed and inspired. He told them:

AFrom this day (blaggal2:19v)l | bl ess

PUT GOD FIRST:

How wonderful it is to be blessed of Goand to know that His
blessings abide in your life. God wants us to be filled with all the
blessings of the Gospel of Christ. He wants us to know those things
which are freely given to us of God. He wants us to be involved in that
which is nearest His hea In this hour God has saved and called us
with a holy calling, that we should live clean lives in His sight. We
should be doing the MastERSHshe wi |
kingdom of God and His righteousness.

e Just how much are we involved iretlvork of the Lord?



e Are we placing our own houses, our own occupations, our own
pleasures before God?

eAre we keeping a | ot back and s
going to do that, o rather than

LET US PUT HIM FIRST TODAY. LET US NOT MAKE EXCUSES.

Let us not say, AnWel | |, itds not
Al dm too young. 0 Y®UR LIHEaasnd He thasmp e
definite reason and purpose for it. If we will just follow His commands
and walk inHis ways, God will make us effective and fruitful. He will
make us powerful witnesses unto the Lord Jesus Christ by our mannel
of speech and by the way we live.

e Let us get involved.
e Let us get with God today and walk with Him.
¢ Let us see what He can do with us, in us and through us.

Then we shall see the kingdom of God extended through our lives as
never before.

Let us put God first. Let Him use us, evenkss used Haggai of old,
ithe Lordds messenger QGodwilltddgeatl or
things when we begin to be that person. May we, by His Holy Spirit, be
inspired to lay hold on those things that God has for us.

The Scripture says:
A Now u n thaiis &ble to do exceeding abundantly above
all that we ask or think, according to the power that works in
us .(Ephesian$:20.
Let that power be working for Gddlet it motivate our lives. Then we
SHALL be filled with all the fullness of God;ogng forth in His name;
doing exploits for His kingdom.

Wherever you areyOU can be a blessing to people, fiaf AM WITH






