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INTRODUCTION 

Discovering the God Factorò is a series of Bible messages  

about people who succeeded in life because they dis- 

covered the God factor. Men like David and his army, Haggai, Joshua 

and Caleb, Jonah, became great because they learned how to ñtap into 

God.ò 

There is mention also of some who missed, or bypassed, the benefits of 

discovering Godôs power for their lives: Gehazi, ten of the twelve 

Israeli spies and false prophets. Without the God factor in their lives 

they created hindrance and havoc to those who wanted to do the will of 

God. 

Above all, this book is written so that you can know the God factor and 

have the joy of living life to the full, walking and working with God. To 

know Him is to love and serve Him totally. He has need of YOU today. 

- Rodney W. Francis. 
  
  

 
 
 
 



 
CHAPTER ONE 

 

WHATSOEVER IS BORN O F 

GOD . . . OVER COMES THE WORLD:  

 

I want to share with you this very important matter of knowing you are 

 born of God. The main reason why so many Christians fail, or 

are defeated in their experience is because they do not know they are 

born of God. They do not have that indwelling knowledge that they are 

born of God, that they are a child of God, and that Godôs Spirit is within 

them bearing witness that they are indeed a child of God. 

The Bible clearly states that ñEveryone who believes that Jesus is the 

Christ is born of Godò (1 John 5:1). 

The simple condition is believing ï believing that Jesus is the Christ 

and the Son of God. 

Do you believe that Jesus is the Son of God? There are many people 

today who believe in God, but they do not believe that Jesus is the Son 

of God. We need to believe and know that Jesus is the Son of God. The 

Bible says, 

ñBut as many as received Him (Jesus), to them He gave them 

power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe 
(ñtrust in, rely onò) on His name: Which were born, not  of 

blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor the will of man, BUT 

OF GODò (John 12-13, KJV). 

Have you received Jesus Christ into your life? 

Do you know deep within your heart that you are born of God? 

  



 

THOSE WHO KNOW GOD C ONQUER: 

These are questions that we need to answer personally. If you know 
you are born of God, then you can be a conqueror over those things 
that in the past have had you defeated. The Bible says that άeveryone 
ǿƘƻ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ WŜǎǳǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘΣ ƛǎ ōƻǊƴ ƻŦ DƻŘΦέ And the Bible 
adds, as a confirmation to this, that you have the witness (or 
testimony) in yourself ς that indwelling knowledge within your heart 
that you have been born of God. This makes you strong in God.  
(See 1 John 5:10-13). 

After we are born of God, He is able to communicate with us. God is 

able to let us know what He requires of us. This is an important part of 

our Christian life. The Bible says that ñwhatsoever is born of God, 

overcomes the worldò (1 John 5:4, KJV). It does not say ñwhosoever.ò 

The ñwhatsoeverò that is born of God in the life of the ñwhosoeverò 

overcomes the world. ñAnd this is the victory that overcomes the 

world, even our faith.ò We are born of God for this purpose. 

Once we know we are born of God, He will give us commandments that 

are not grievous (not hard to bear). God will not ask anything of us 

which cannot be done. The secret is having your heart in the right place 

and your believing in the right One, Jesus Christ. The secret is knowing 

you are born of God. When you know that, God will bring to birth 

within your heart and life, commands and instructions that He would 

have you to do concerning His work and His kingdom. And that 

ς
action ï will overcome the world. 

Let Godôs Word fulfil itself in your life. It is simply amazing what God 

will do when your faith goes into His Word ï the Living Word! God 

can put a word in your heart and create faith within you. Faith that will 

cause you to do wonders for Jesus. 



When you know that you are born of God ï and that which you are 

seeking to do has been born of God in your heart ï then you can rest 

assured that nothing (and no one) can stop you from overcoming the 

world. We have been born-again to be overcomers. 

  

How can you know that what you are seeking to do for God is 

born of God? 

How can you know whether your Christian service is born of 
 God ς or just born of your own desire? 

The Bible says that we have the witness (or testimony) in our heart. 

That witness was put there by the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit always 

bears witness with the will of God, and agrees with the Word of God. 

Those who are born of God agree with His Word. They believe His 

Word and have an active faith in it. 

ñWhatsoever is born of God overcomes the world.ò 

 Have you tried to be a successful soul-winner? 

 Have you ever tried to work for God? 

 Perhaps you have seen frustration and defeat? 

 Maybe it was born out of a zealous spirit ï born of enthusiasm 

and not of God? 

And so what happened? God blew upon it and it came to nothing. But if 

a work be of God, it cannot be overthrown (Acts 5:38-39 KJV). God is 

looking for people whom He can put something within their hearts that 

will cause them to conquer! 

We try  to believe. We try  to have faith in order to please God. God 

says to believe on His Son ï get taken up with JESUS and He will 

cause something to be born in your heart that will conquer the 

world . 

ñWho is he that overcomes the world? Only he who believes 



that Jesus is the Son of Godò (1 John 5:5, NIV). 

You may say that you are not strong in your body. That has nothing to 

do with it. ñFaith comes by hearing, and hearing by the Word of Godò 

(Romans 10:17 KJV). If you are listening to the Word of God; if your 

ears are open to the voice of the Holy Spirit, you will receive a 

quickening ï faith will come alive in your heart and cause you to be an 

overcomer. God wants us to hear the living Word so that faith will be 

born in our hearts ï faith which will enable us to do that which He has 

called us to do. We do not have to feel strong, or educated, or even 

adequate. We believe the Word of God! 

GIDEON:  

Gideon suffered seven long years through being in bondage to the 

Midianites. His people were living in caves in the mountains. 

But Gideon heard from an angel of God. What did the angel say to that 

skinny little man who could hardly stand on his feet? ñThe Lord is with 

you, you mighty warriorò (Judges 6:12 NIV). God used Gideon to 

deliver Israel. What was his secret?  Something was born in his heart of 

God. Jesus Christ is looking for men and women whom He can put His 

Spirit upon ï to cause something to be born in their hearts of God, and 

make them to stand in the victory of God;  people who know what their 

calling is.  

NICODEMUS:  

When Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews, came to Jesus by night, he said to 

Him,  ñWe know you are a teacher who has come from God. For no 

one could perform the miraculous signs you are doing, if God were 

not with himò (John 3:2 NIV).  There is a confirmation of God upon the 

personôs life that is born of God. Jesus said to Nicodemus, ñYou must 

be born again.ò (verse 3). Jesus was showing Nicodemus that he must 

first be born of God and then he would also come into this realm of the 

Spirit. Jesus further told him, ñWe speak that we do know, and testify 

that we have seen . . .ò (verse 11 KJV).  Here Jesus is speaking about 



those who are born of God. 

You must know that you have been born of God. 

You must know that God is your Father. 

When you know this, God creates and builds upon that knowledge in 

your heart other things which are born of His Spirit and His Word. He 

will cause you to do that which is pleasing in His sight. And when God 

gives you something, He gives you the faith to believe it and to do it! 

God needs people who are filled with the Holy Ghost, with power and 

faith to bring the reality of Jesus Christ to our lost generation. Let God 

bring to birth something within your heart today.  

ς
which you are seeking is born of God, then channel your faith in that 

direction and you will overcome the world. 

There is victory in the Lordôs way as we allow Him to create within us 

something which is born of Him. God can put a word in your heart 

today ï a word that creates a positive faith that will overcome the 

world. May it be your portion and joy. Amen 
  

 

 
  

 

  

 

 



CHAPTER TWO 

 

DAVIDõS MEN OF WAR: 

The success of any king or leader lies in the ability of his supporting 

army of warriors to overcome his enemies. In this article, we shall look 

at the army of men who gathered around David prior to the time he was 

made king over Israel in place of Saul. 

I believe there is a significant message here for all who profess to be 

Christians; one in which we must realise as never before, that we are 

called to be soldiers, fighters, overcomers against all that would seek to 

lower the standard of the Kingdom of God. 

1 CHRONICLES 12: 

Our basis for study is 1 Chronicles 12 and I would encourage you to 

take your Bible and read it through carefully and prayerfully, seeking to 

catch a picture in your mind of the setting of the situation at this time in 

the life of David. 

Israel was going through a time of change. King Saul, through 

disobedience, had failed God. Saul had lost the anointing of God and, 

even though he knew the Lordôs hand was on David to ultimately 

replace him, Saul hounded David and persecuted him without cause. 
Because David feared for his life, he was forced to live in mountains 

and in caves. But now the time had come for David to be made king of 

Israel, by the Word of the Lord. Even while David was still in hiding, a 

growing number of men joined themselves to him and gave him their 
ǳƴŘƛǾƛŘŜŘ ŀƭƭŜƎƛŀƴŎŜΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ƪƴŜǿ DƻŘΩǎ ƘŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ ƻƴ 5ŀǾƛŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
new king. 

 



MIGHTY MEN:  

The men who joined themselves to David were mighty men; armed men 

who knew how to handle their weapons of war. They ñcould use both 

right hand and left in hurling stones and shooting arrows out of a 

bowò (1 Chronicles 12:2 KJV). 

Verse 8 tells us some more of the kind of men who were backing 

David; they were ñmen of might, and men fit for the battle, that could 

handle shield and buckler, whose faces were like the faces of lions, 

and were as swift as the roes upon the mountains.ò 

FIT FOR THE BATTLE:  

Notice, they were ñmen FIT FOR the battle.ò They did not wait for the 

battle to happen before they prepared to fight. They were ready 

beforehand! Disciplined, dedicated men! Each one loyal to the cause ï 

the cause of bringing David from the life of a fugitive to that of 

undisputed king of Israel; the cause of seeing the Word of the Lord 

brought to pass.  

Fearless, fit, fighting, lion-like men! How wonderful to have such men 

supporting you! 

BACKBONES . . . OR WISHBONES? 
 

Alas, we seemingly see almost the opposite manifestation in our 
Christian ranks today. People are afraid to get involved, reluctant to 
stand up and be counted, ignorant of the fact that we are called to be 
soldiers of the Cross. Christianity is for men and women with 

backbones ï not wishbones! We have to ñfight the good fight of the 

faith. Lay hold of the eternal life, to which you (we) were called . . .ò 

(1 Timothy 6:12 NIV ). How every true minister of the Gospel longs for 

men and women who will stand with him and faithfully fight the 

spiritual battles we continually have to face in these troubled, closing 



days of time. 

Are you like one of Davidôs mighty men? A help and not a hindrance? 

Defeat and failure was not in their thinking. They were trained, ready 

for the battle.  

These were men who ñput to flight ALL them of the valleysò (verse 

15). 

A DIFFICULT TIME:  

This was a difficult time for David; a time of transition. It was also a 

time of change for the men of war. Those who had been loyal to Saul 

recognised the blessing of God now rested on David. They had to 

decide which man they were going to serve. 

David also needed to know the men who were joining him were true 

men, and reliable. In 1 Chronicles 12:16-18 we read how David was 

unsure about some men of Benjamin and Judah who came to support 

him. The Holy Spirit came upon Amasai and the matter was settled by 

the Lord. David accepted the men and demonstrated his confidence in 

the Holy Spirit by making them captains of the band. 

A GREAT HOST:  

to help him. 

Soon they had grown into ña great host, like the host of Godò (1 

Chronicles 12:22 KJV). 

These were not flabby, casual, undisciplined ñsissiesò filling in time ï 

ñthey were READY armed to the war,ò prepared to fight ñto turn the 

kingdom from Saul to David, according to the Word of the Lordò 

(verse 23). They expected a fight and were ready for it. They were 



ready BEFORE it started! 

They were ï 

 ñReady armed to the warò ï (v. 24)   

 ñMighty men of valour for the warò ï (v. 25)   

 ñZadok, a young man mighty of valourò ï (v. 28) 

 ñMighty men of valourò ï (v. 30) 

 ñExpert in warò ï (v. 33, 35, & 36)   

 ñWhich would keep rankò ï (v. 33)   

 ñThey were not of double heartò ï (v. 33) 

What an army! 

What men! 

Worthy of the honour to fight for the king! 

kingò (verse 38 KJV). 

WHAT MAKES A MAN OF WAR? 

This chapter of Chronicles gives us a real insight into the type of men 

who stood with David. 

But what makes a man mighty, an expert, ready, prepared, valiant? 

  

Dedication? ï Yes 

  

Discipline? ï Yes 

  

Determination? ï Yes 



Yet added to these, I believe there is one great basic ï or attitude ï 

which must continually be kept in mind. Those men never got the 

reputation they had without it. What was it? They were men of 

TEACHABLE SP IRITS . Before they could attain their high positions 

they first had to be taught, trained; to learn how to keep in step with the 

rest of the army. Galatians 6:6 should be considered here. ñAnyone 

who receives instruction in the Word must share all good things with 

his instructorò (NIV). 

They were not individuals ñdoing their own thingò without regard to 

their fellow soldiers. True, each man had to prove himself individually. 

But the ultimate purpose for any soldier is to fight in an army. Paul calls 

it ñworkers togetherò (2 Corinthians 6:1). The Church is many 

members, not one member (1 Corinthians 12:12-27). 

As individuals we have to learn to flow together with the whole body of 

Christ. 

Are you teachable?  

Do you know your place in the body ï in Godôs great army? 

TWO OTHER ARMY MINIS TRIES:  

While we are still in 1 Chronicles 12 let us note two other important 

types of people who made up the great army of men who stood with 

David: 

1. MEN WHO KNEW WHAT TO  DO 

ñAnd the children of Issachar, which were men that had 

understanding of the times, to know what Israel ought to doò 

(verse 32 KJV). 

David had men who understood the times, who knew what Israel ought 

to do:  men who knew Godôs timing for His army. (In 2 Kings 6 we 

read of Elisha being such a man; the Syrian army could not prevail 



against Israel because Elisha knew their plans)! 

David had proven men of understanding. They were not novices, nor 

were they men who ñloved to display their knowledge.ò They were 

respected men, for the whole army of these mighty men ñwere at their 

commandò (verse 32). Oh, may God give us more men like that today! 

2. COOKS AND PROVIDERS 

Thousands of mighty men were involved in this army. It was not 

enough that they be taught to obey those ñwho had the rule over themò 

(Hebrews 13:17); that they be marksmen (and experts at that); that they 

had faces as lions; that they were as swift as gazelles on the mountains. 

All this would have been to no avail if they were not fed. Those men 

had to be provided for! 

Praise God for the ministry of cooks; for those who give and provide 

the wherewithal to keep Godôs army marching forward.  

Was it a burden to those who had a ñcommonò call to that of army 

cook? No! a thousand times no! Those cooks were called to cook ï and 

they cooked! Did they do it grudgingly? No. How did they minister to 

this mighty army of mighty men with mighty appetites? 

With JOY! 

ñThere was joy in Israelò (v. 39-40).  

Have you this joy in serving the Lord? . . . You need it. 

THE WAR IS NOT OVER!  

When we turn over to the New Testament we discover our calling in 

Christ is to be strong, to fight. We, too, are in a war. Turn to 2 Timothy 

2:1-5 and you will discover we are exhorted to apply those things we 

have heard and to commit the same to faithful men, who shall be able to 

teach others also. 



If you have been teachable ï and still are ï you will in turn be able to 

teach others. 

But army life is not all classroom!  Look at: 

Verses 3 and 4: ï ñEndure hardness with us, like a good 

soldier of Christ Jesus. No one serving as a soldier gets 

involved in civilian affairs ï he wants to please his 

commanding officerò (NIV). 

Donôt overlook verse 5: ñSimilarly, if anyone competes as an athlete, 

he does not receive the victorôs crown unless he competes according 

to the rules.ò If weôre going to succeed we will have to abide by the 

rules ï Godôs Word. Strive lawfully to edify the ranks God has placed 

you in. 
  

WHO ARE WE FIGHTING?  

The devil! 

Ephesians 6:10-20 tells us we are in a warfare ñagainst THE 

WILES OF THE DEVIL.ò We are not fighting against flesh 

and blood, ñbut against THE RULERS OF THE DARKNESS 

OF THIS WORLD, against SPIRITUAL WICKEDNESS IN 

HIGH PLACESò (KJV). 

Make no mistake about it: we need the whole armour of God on today 

to even stand. And to stand we have to fight! 

WHAT ARE WE FIGHTING ? 

Strongholds! 

2 Corinthians 10:4-6 speaks of the ñweapons of OUR warfareò being 

ñmighty through God to the pulling down of strongholds; Casting 

down IMAGINATIONS, and EVERY HIGH THING THAT 



EXALTETH ITSELF AGAINST THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD, and 

bringing into captivity EVERY THOUGHT TO THE OBEDIENCE 

OF CHRISTò (KJV). The battle is on today FOR the minds of men. The 

battle is on IN the minds of men ï in your mind and in my mind. 

God has given us weapons to deal with imaginations, everything that 

exalts itself against the knowledge of God, contrary thoughts and 

disobedience. 

WE must deal with them! 

Otherwise these very things will render us useless as a soldier for Jesus 

Christ, the King of kings today. 
  

WE MUST BE READY:  

This is no time to be double-hearted, to be entangled in the ñbarb-wireò 

of this world, to please ourselves. We have a call to arms and we must 

be ready for the battle. It is time to fall into ranks with Godôs anointed 

leaders so that His Church will arise and shake the world. We can do it 

together, for ñGreater is He that is in you than he that is in the worldò 

(1 John 4:4 KJV). 

God bless you, soldier! . . . and keep marching in step and in 

victory!  
  

 
  

 
  

 
  



 
  

 

CHAPTER THREE 

GEHAZI:  

We take a look, now, at the life of a man who was servant to the great 

prophet Elisha. Elisha was known by all in his day as ñthe man of 

Godò and he certainly was used of the Lord in a mighty way. Gehazi, 

no doubt, spent much time with Elisha and would have been well aware 

of the kind of life he lived. Gehaziôs job was the envy of many an 

Israelite. To be servant to Elisha would certainly be a great honour.  

Yet we find time and again in the life of Gehazi that he failed to take 

heed to the godly ways of his master. He manifests a heart that was 

never brought under the lordship of the God of Elisha. 

The name ñGehaziò means ñone who denies or diminishesò (Youngôs) or 

another meaning is ñvalley of my visionò (A Dictionary of Scripture Proper 

Names by J. B. Jackson). 

There are many ñGehaziôsò in the church today, and this message 

endeavours to bring before the reader some of the snares which befell 

Gehazi, in order that we might be found serving the Lord of the Church 

instead of some lord in the church. 

-

As 

Elisha and Gehazi were resting in this room, Elisha asked Gehazi what 

could be done for the woman in return. Gehazi informed him that the 



woman was childless, and Elisha declared unto her that she and her 

husband would have a son. The woman could not believe it ï but she 

had the son anyway! The time came when the grown boy became sick. 

Immediately the mother sent to Elisha, travelling herself to where he 

was. Gehazi was with him. Here was a woman whose heart was crying 

out to Elisha to spare her only son which God, by a miracle, had given 

her. She was very upset (as any mother would be in an emergency such 

as this). When she saw Elisha she fell down and grabbed him by the 

feet. But Gehazi came near to thrust her away. Gehazi shows himself to 

be a man without compassion and without understanding. Tears donôt 

melt him. He is servant to Elisha, and ñno one touches him unless I say 

so.ò This brought a rebuke from Elisha, who then sent Gehazi to 

minister to the boy. Even with all of Elishaôs authority behind him, 

Gehazi was unable to minister life! He did not have what it takes. And 

yet he was servant to the great prophet who was known throughout all 

the land. Elisha came and ministered life to the young man and 

presented him alive to his mother. 

NAAMAN THE LEPER:  

We next read of Gehazi in 2 Kings 5 in that well-known account of 

Naaman the leper. Naaman was captain of the host of the king of Syria, 

a mighty important man in anybodyôs army. But Naaman was a leper. It 

came to Naamanôs attention that there was a prophet in Israel who 

would be able to heal him. Thinking it was the king of Israel himself 

who could heal him, Naaman was sent to be healed by him. In the midst 

of this confusion, Elisha sent word to the king to send him down to him. 

Naaman was instructed to go and dip seven times in the river Jordan. 

On hearing this, he turned and went away in a rage. But eventually he 

humbled himself, returned to Jordan and dipped himself seven times. 

He was healed just as Elisha said he would be. 

Naaman was a wealthy man, and when he saw he was healed, he 

returned to ñpayò Elisha for his services. Naaman called it a ñblessingò 

ï but Elisha refused to accept any money for what had happened. Even 

when Naaman urged him, he still refused. Godôs Word and work would 

not be tainted with the curse of money placing a price on what had 



happened. (God give us more Elishas!) Gehazi had observed all that 

Naaman had tried to do, and after he left to return to Syria, Gehazi went 

after Naaman. Gehazi manifested a covetous heart. And that covetous 

heart caused Gehazi to lie to Naaman, saying that Elisha had sent him. 

Oh, he had a very spiritual reason to cover his lie with. He said two 

young men of the sons of the prophets had arrived since he left, and his 

ñgiftsò were now needed to sustain them! Naaman, whose heart had 

been humbled by God only a short time before, and who was at that 

moment so full of the blessings of the Lord, was actually being seduced 

by the man who was servant to Elisha! By all means Naaman was only 

too willing to give to help someone ñin the ministry.ò But Gehazi had 

no intention of using the ñgiftò for the ministry ï he wanted it for 

himself. On his return he hid those gifts which Naaman  had given ñfor 

the Lordôs workò in his own house, and then returned to Elisha to 

continue serving him. The Spirit of God in Elisha knew what Gehazi 

was up to, and even though Gehazi tried to lie his way out of it, the 

judgment of God came upon him ï Gehazi became a leper for ever! 

Gehazi had taken Naamanôs money, so God gave him Naamanôs 

sickness also! We cannot play around with God. 

BE NOT DECEIVED!  

deceive 

ourselves, there are many Gehaziôs in the church today who go about as 

ñservants to a great prophet,ò or a great organization, seeking by 

dishonest means to extract gifts of money from Godôs people ñfor the 

work of the Lord.ò Their carnal thinking has blinded them into 

believing that money is the all-in-all with regards to Godôs work being 

accomplished. They are not too fussy how they get it as long as they get 

it. Even inside the church we have to remember that ñthe love of money 

is the root of all evilò (1 Timothy 6:10 KJV). We are answerable to God 

for the way we seek to promote the needs of His work, and we need to 

search our hearts and motives continually that we ñgrieve not the 

Spirit.ò Even though Gehazi presented a spiritual need as his reason, 

yet God looked upon his wicked heart and brought swift judgment upon 

him. Remember Ananias and Sapphira? (Acts 5). ñJudgment must first 



begin at the house of Godò (1 Peter 4:17). 

It is my firm conviction that God is more than able to supply the needs 

of every ministry which He has raised up. Our duty is to walk with 

Him, doing what He asks of us, and then we can rest assured that He 

will provide for us. If He does not, then I question His will in the matter 

ï the sooner it dies the better. Jesus said, ñEvery plant which My 

heavenly Father hath not planted, shall be rooted upò (Matthew 15:13 

KJV). On the other hand, the Bible tells us, ñWhatsoever is born of God 

overcomes the worldò (1 John 5:4). If  what you are doing is born of 

God then HE WILL SEE TO IT THAT IT ACCOMPLISHES HIS 

INTENTIONS . If it does not, then the sooner we let it go the better. 

God does not need us to ñpromote His workò by carnal methods. Let 

His Word be the final authority ï for what He says He can do He will 

do! 

WE NEED OUR EYES OPENED: 

Syrian 

armyôs attention was turned to him. Elisha had to be found and ñput out 

of service.ò Elisha and Gehazi were at Dothan together. The entire 

Syrian army were encompassed about them, ready to pounce on them 

the moment they made to leave. Gehazi was the first to arise in the 

morning and, when he went outside, he could hardly believe what he 

saw. There, all around him and Elisha, were the great host of Syria. 

Fear seized his heart. Panic-stricken, he raced back to Elisha with the 

news. Elisha was unmoved by the seeming impossible position he 

found himself in. 

Notice the order in which Elisha ministered in this situation: First to 

him of his own house ï Gehazi. Gehazi was the biggest problem! Elisha 

prayed that God would open Gehaziôs eyes, ñTHAT HE MAY SEE. 

And the Lord opened the eyes of the young man; and he saw; and 

behold, the mountain was full of horses and chariots of fire ROUND 

ABOUT ELISHAò (2 Kings 6:17 KJV). Gehazi certainly needed his 

eyes opened. He was so blinded by his own corrupt ways, natural 



reasonings, circumstances, spiritual blindness, dishonest methods, 

covetousness, fear and lack of faith ï he was a greater hindrance to God 

working a miracle in that situation than the entire army of the Syrians!  

When his eyes were opened, he saw Elisha (and Elisha only) divinely 

protected by Godôs heavenly host! Once Gehazi had been dealt with, 

then Elisha was able to disperse with the enemy. (The Syrians did not 

present any real threat to Elisha.) 

Again we have a lesson set before us. Even though the Christian might 

find himself actively involved with some well-known preacher, or 

church, or missionary organization, it is not enough. Each Christian has 

to develop his own personal walk and relationship with God. We must 

realise that we are answerable to God for the life we live. We might be 

able to fool people some of the time, but it is God who keeps the record 

book! If it had not been for Elisha that day, Gehazi would certainly 

have died. He had tricked Naaman before and Naaman would be in no 

mood to spare such a one as he. Gehazi did not know Elishaôs God 

intimately ï he only knew about Him. His knowledge was not strong 

enough to even bring conviction to his heart of the standard God 

requires of us. He could testify of what Elisha had done (2 Kings 8:4-5), 

but he himself had no testimony. He was in a noble position (servant to 

Elisha), but he did not know the God of Elisha. In spiritual things he 

was blind. 

THE SPIRIT OF GEHAZI : 

Has the spirit of Gehazi rendered the church powerless today? Have we 

become so caught-up with seeking position and honour, that we have 

forgotten what God wants of us? When will we realise that the true 

needs of life will only be met when we allow God to put His searchlight 

upon our life and motives, and so do a work within us that He is truly 

LORD; then we will see the Church of Jesus Christ rising up in the 

strength of God to do battle with the enemy. 

Jesus said, ñA manôs foes shall be they of his own householdò 

(Matthew 10:36 KJV). We, the Christians, must be willing to repent of 



our carnal desires and methods, especially in our vain efforts to promote 

Godôs work. It is these anti-Scriptural things that have crept into the 

church which are our biggest foes ï not the world. The Gehaziôs ï 

pretending to be one thing and living another. 

When Jesus rode into Jerusalem, He made straight for the temple of 

God and pronounced judgment upon those who were in there (Matthew 

21:12-14). Why? They placed more value on money, and the getting of 

it, than letting Godôs glory be revealed! How insulting to God can we 

be! Once Jesus purged the temple of those ñGehaziôsò the place was 

used properly for the healing of the blind and the lame.  

The greatest need of this hour is for God to be given His rightful place 

in our lives. If He is not Lord of all, then He is not Lord at all. And if 

He is not Lord at all, then our lives are in a very dangerous position; for 

we will surely become a Gehazi, who outwardly had a noble position, 

but inwardly his heart was a den of iniquity. 

Let us not be deceived by these Gehaziôs any longer, but remember that 

Jesus clearly and definitely said, ñI will build My Church; and the 

gates of hell shall not prevail against itò (Matthew 16:18).  

God give us men like Elisha today ï men of authority who will not 

succumb to the gifts of men ï men who will lay hold on God and who 

at all times seek to walk in the Word of truth. May Godôs Spirit open 

our eyes in this hour to discern what His clear will is, and help us to 

humbly follow in His foot-steps each and every day. 
  

 
  

 
  

 

 



CHAPTER FOUR 

HAGGAI ð 

MESSENGER OF THE LORD OF HOSTS:  

I would  like to share some thoughts with you from the Book of Haggai, 

a minor prophet with a major message ï a message that is still needed in 

the Church of Jesus Christ today. A message that, if we take heed to and 

allow Godôs Spirit to move in our hearts, will really do things for us. As 

this message grips your heart, you will be inspired to lay hold on that 

which God wants you to do ï and set about doing it. 

There are only two short chapters in the Book of Haggai, yet from 

beginning to end it is full of impact and challenge. Twenty times in 

these two chapters there is mention of the words, ñsaith the Lord.ò Of 

these twenty times, we are told fourteen times ñthus saith the Lord of 

HOSTSò (ñHostsò means ñservice, warfareò). God is the Lord of 

service and He is the Lord of warfare. In this Book we see that God 

wants His people to be involved ï involved in His service and involved 

in the warfare which is raging against the Church of God today. We are 

in a warfare and we need to be fighting ñthe good fight of faith, and 

laying hold on eternal lifeò (1 Timothy 6:12, KJV). 

CONSIDER YOUR WAYS:  

ς

It wasnôt long before their own homes and pleasures 

came BEFORE the work of God. God was not pleased with this and 

raised up a man by the name of Haggai. The Bible calls him a prophet 

and he came with the Word of the Lord. It is people like Haggai that 



God is looking for today ï people who have the Word of the Lord. They 

donôt go about sermonizing ï instead they have a message from heaven 

to share with Godôs people. 

God came (through His servant Haggai) with a simple, yet profound 

message ï ñconsider your ways.ò Why were they to consider their 

ways? Firstly, because they had allowed the service of God to cease. 

They were channelling all their time and efforts into their own dwelling 

places. They were placing their occupations, their houses and their 

pleasures before the service of the Lord. They were saying:  

ñThe time is not come, the time that the Lordôs house should 

be builtò (Haggai 1:2). 

A day of considering was brought upon the children of Israel. They had 

to consider the way they were living. 

  

 What were their priorities? 

 What were they treasuring most in their lives? 

 Was it the work of the house of the Lord? 

 Or was it rather their own houses, their own pleasures, their own 
aims and desires?  

THIS IS SOMETHING WE MAY DO WELL TO CONSIDER TODAY. 

We live in an age where material gain has become a top priority. We are 

not hindered so much by opposition and persecution as by the saints 

simply dropping off to ñsleepò and forgetting that which God wants 

us to do. We are living in a country of ease and ñEase is the disease of 

the Church!ò 

TIME 

AND LIFE COUNT FOR GOD WHEN YOU B EGIN 

REDEEMING IT AND START TO GET INVOLVED WITH THE 

LORD. 



The Word of God came to a people who put off into the future those 

things which God wanted NOW. God wants to move in and through us 

ï right NOW. Let us not put off until tomorrow what God wants to do 

today. Jesus Himself stressed this point. He exhorted His own disciples: 

ñSay not ye, There are yet four months, and then cometh 

harvest? Behold, I say unto you, Lift up your eyes, and look 

on the fields; for they are white already to harvest. And he 

that reapeth receiveth wages . . .ò (John 4:35-36 KJV). 

Let us lift up our eyes and see what God wants of us NOW and begin 

reaping a harvest of souls for the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Those people in Haggaiôs day had lost God somewhere along the way. 

They were going through their forms and ceremonies and all the things 

they thought were pleasing to God, when all the time their own ends 

were being sought before the ways and will of God. And, as a result, He 

could not allow them to be blessed in the fruit of their labours. Every 

time they tried to do things in their own strength, God would blow upon 

it. He would cause it to come to nothing, cause it to be a frustrating 

experience. And He gave them the reason why. Because they never put 

first things first. 

and all these things shall be added unto youò (Matthew 6:33 

KJV). 

This demands effort today. We have to give ourselves to seek the 

kingdom of God first, because there are so many things in life that try to 

take our attention from that which we ought to be doing. 

ñBe very careful, then, how you live ï not as unwise but as 

wise, making the most of every opportunity, because the days 

are evil. Therefore do not be foolish, but understand what the 

Lordôs will isò (Ephesians 5:15-17 NIV). 

So God came with the message, ñConsider your ways.ò He gave them a 



command to go up into the mountain, fell the trees, bring down the 

wood and build His house. All these things were done by hand. It took 

time, heavy toil, much effort. But God told them to do this. 

Furthermore, the Lord said: 

ñI will take pleasure in it, and I will be glorifiedò (Haggai 1:8). 

When Godôs people begin to carry out those things that God wants them 

to do, He takes pleasure in them. God takes pleasure in His people 

when they fulfil His Word. God wants us to be doing this today ï to be 

involved in the extension of His kingdom. Each one of us has a God-

given duty to perform in building up the kingdom of God through the 

enabling of the Holy Spirit, the Living Word, and by His presence with 

us. 

THEY TOOK HEED !  

ς

the 

house of the Lord which had been forsaken for so long. 

Haggai was ñthe Lordôs messenger in the Lordôs message unto the 

peopleò (Haggai 1:13). What a challenge this is! All who are saved and 

born-again of the Spirit of God should become the Lordôs messenger 

with the Lordôs message, having the right words to speak to the right 

person at the right time. Godôs messengers are not sermonizers, but men 

with a message from heaven burning in their hearts ï a message that 

meets the need! 

Through Haggaiôs message, God began to stir up the spirit of the people 

(Haggai 1:14). God woke them up! This is what it means to be 

ñawakened,ò to become ñalive unto God.ò 

ñLikewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but 

alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lordò (Romans 6:11). God 



stirred up the spirit of the governor Zerubbabel, a high man in the land 

of Judah. God dealt with the men who were in authority. He moved the 

men who held the power amongst the people. God stirred their hearts! 

God touched them and they were able to lead the people in the right 

way ï Godôs way. The Bible tells us that God also stirred the spirit of 

Joshua the high priest. He was awakened unto God. We are told that the 

spirit of the remnant of the people was stirred up. They were awakened 

unto God, and to His plans and purposes. Godôs Spirit caused them to 

come together! They began to work for the house of the Lord their God. 

They began to do the works of God. 

 ñI AM WITH YOU,ò DECLARES THE LORD: 

ς

ς
be against us?ò And 

we are further encouraged in 1 John 4:4 that ñGreater is He that is in 

you, than he that is in the world.ò 

We are indeed ñmore than conquerors through Him that loved usò 

(Romans 8:37). We are victors, triumphant in Jesus Christ! 

ñThe Lord is on my side; I will not fear. What can man do 

unto me?ò (Psalm 118:6). 

In Haggai 2:4-5, God emphasised this fact when He said: 

ñFor I am with you, says the Lord of hosts: According to the 

Word that I covenanted with you when ye came out of Egypt, 

so My Spirit remains among you: fear ye notò (KJV). 

There are times when we go through experiences and battles that cause 

us to think, ñWell, God has forsaken me. God has left me.ò The Bible 

DOES NOT tell us this. Those people in Haggaiôs day, although they 



were serving their own ends and not doing the work of God as they 

should, God still said, ñI am with you . . . My Spirit remains among 

you.ò THEY  had gone to sleep. Godôs Spirit was there BUT THEY 

WERE ASLEEP. They were not alive unto the movings of the Holy 

Spirit and, as a result, they were not able to do those things which God 

wanted them to do. 

God gave His people a promise, that if they began to work and build 

His house, He would take pleasure in it and He would be glorified. God 

promised them that the glory of the latter house would be GREATER  

than the former. The Lord promised that He would give His peace and 

prosperity in that place. God promised them so many things if they 

would be obedient to the Word of the Lord and do that which was right 

in His sight. God Himself stirred their spirit and they began to work. 

of the Lord and inspired them to go on building the house of God. 

When they received the Word they began to build and were victorious 

over all their enemies. The Lord was glorified. God took pleasure in 

them and moved amongst His people in such a way that they were 

blessed and inspired. He told them: 

ñFrom this day on I will bless youò (Haggai 2:19 NIV). 

PUT GOD FIRST: 

How wonderful it is to be blessed of God and to know that His 

blessings abide in your life. God wants us to be filled with all the 

blessings of the Gospel of Christ. He wants us to know those things 

which are freely given to us of God. He wants us to be involved in that 

which is nearest His heart. In this hour God has saved and called us 

with a holy calling, that we should live clean lives in His sight. We 

should be doing the Masterôs will. We should be seeking FIRST the 

kingdom of God and His righteousness. 

 Just how much are we involved in the work of the Lord? 



 Are we placing our own houses, our own occupations, our own 

pleasures before God? 

  Are we keeping a lot back and saying ñIôm going to do thisò and ñIôm 

going to do that,ò rather than putting God first in our lives? 

 LET US PUT HIM F IRST TODAY. LET US NOT MAKE EXCUSES.    

Let us not say, ñWell, itôs not Godôs time for me,ò or ñIôm too old,ò or 

ñIôm too young.ò God has stepped into YOUR LIFE  and He has a 

definite reason and purpose for it. If we will just follow His commands 

and walk in His ways, God will make us effective and fruitful. He will 

make us powerful witnesses unto the Lord Jesus Christ by our manner 

of speech and by the way we live. 

 Let us get involved. 

 Let us get with God today and walk with Him. 

 Let us see what He can do with us, in us and through us. 

Then we shall see the kingdom of God extended through our lives as 

never before. 

Let us put God first. Let Him use us, even as He used Haggai of old, 

ñthe Lordôs messenger in the Lordôs message . . .ò God will do great 

things when we begin to be that person. May we, by His Holy Spirit, be 

inspired to lay hold on those things that God has for us.  

The Scripture says: 

ñNow unto Him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above 

all that we ask or think, according to the power that works in 

us . . . ò (Ephesians 3:20). 

Let that power be working for God ï let it motivate our lives. Then we 

SHALL  be filled with all the fullness of God; going forth in His name; 

doing exploits for His kingdom. 

Wherever you are, YOU can be a blessing to people, for, ñI AM WITH 




